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To the Editor of the Repertory. 

Rev. Sir: In fulfilment of a pro- 
mise given some months ago, and 
which has been kindly acknow- 
ledged by your publisher, I now 
forward an abridgment of another 
excellent Sermon from the works 
of the Rev. Daniel De Superville, 
Sen. The superiority of the ex- 
tract, and the interesting nature of 
the subject treated, will amply a- 
tone for its length; and I am sure 
you will agree with me in opinion, 
that any further curtailment would 
materially injure the composition. 
And who would not regret that so 
sublime and animated a descrip. 
tion of the superiority of the Gos- 
pel over the law, in which distinc- 
tions so nice and a Contrast so 
striking are exhibited, should be 
unnecessarily mutilated by con- 
traction? Let us rather rejoice 
that the limits of your valuable 
publication are not so restricted 
as to require such a sacrifice. I 
am confident that both you and 
your readers will feel highly gra- 
tified in thus having an opportuni- 
ty afforded of improving your ac- 
quaintance with one of the most 
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eminent and successful divines of 
the last century, and who was fur- 
ther noted as a faithful confessor 
of his Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and an active, zealous pro- 
moter of the glorious cause of the 
Reformation. That the Almighty 
may crown all your efforts for the 
promotion of his glory, with un- 
failing success, is the ardent pray- 
er of, Rev'd. Sir, . 
Yours, very respectfully 
J. ReyYNnoups. 


Havre-de-Grace, March 13, 1827. 
A Sermon, translated and abridged 
from the French of the Rev. Dan- 

iel de Sufrerville, Sen. . 
Joun i. 17. ‘The law was given by Mo- 

ses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 

Christ.” 

My dear Brethren: Among the 
great number of luminous bodies 
which shine so splendidly over 
our heads, there are two which are 
distinguished from all the rest by 
their light and usefulness. These 
are the two which the Scripture 
calls “the two great lights,” be- 
cause they are really the two great 
luminaries which enlighten our 
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world, and which God made on 
the fourth day of the creation; one 
to rule the night, and the other to 
rule the day. It has long been 
said, with much propriety, that 
the economies of the law and of 
the Gospel are nearly in the 
Church, what these two lights (I 
mean the sun and the moon) are 
in nature. In effect, as the moon 
reigns in darkness, and by her 
light dissipates it in part—as she 
serves by her cloudy glimmering, 
to guide those who travel during 
the absence of the sun—and as she 
consoles man when the day disap- 
pears; so did the law reign before 
the coming of the Sun of Right- 
eousness. It mixed a degree of 
light with the darkness that cover- 
ed the earth, and, dissipating it in 
part, bestowed upon man some di- 
rection relative to his conduct, and 
some consolation relative to a fu- 
ture state. But, after all, the time 
when the moon appears is always 
called night. This planet rules 
only with a borrowed lustre; she 
emits to us only what she borrows 
from the sun, and her light is al- 
ways feeble, cold, and unfruitfal— 
a true image this of the legal eco- 
nomy, which was but a time of 
night and obscurity, in compari- 
son with the Gospel. It shone on- 
ly with a glimmering light, which 
it borrowed from Jesus Christ; 
and all the brightness it had, was 
in itself weak and sterile. What 
a difference when the Sun himself 
appears: His light penetrates in- 
to every place; it diiiuses itself 
with plenitude; it triumphs migh- 
tily over cold, darkness, and ma- 
lignant vapours, and diffuses heat 
and life on every side! What a 
difference between the dispensa- 
tion of grace, and that of the law! 
It has penetrated into every part! 
It animates, it gladdens, it vivifies 
all things! “The law was given 
by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ.” 








My brethren, of all the religions 
that have appeared in the world 
before Christianity, there has not 
been any to be compared with that 
of the Jews. The miracles which 
God wrought to establish it—its 
antiquity—the pomp of its cere- 
monies—the majesty and holiness 
of its precepts, caused it to surpass 
by far all others. Also, the au- 
thors of other religions, and the 
wisest of legislators, had drawn 
many things from the religion and 
law of Moses. This being the 
case, what can we say more strong, 
and more advantageous to the 
Christian religion which we pro- 
fess, than to show that it is as 
much superior to that of the He- 
brews, as that of the Hebrews was 
to all others? Great, very great, 
undoubtedly, is the advantage of 
the Jew, and the profit of circum- 
cision: but a thousand times great- 
er still is the prerogative of the 
Christian, and the glory of the 
Gospel! Jesus Christ, its author, 
it is true, came from the bosom of 
Judaism: but here the father, and 
the mother, and the brethren of 
Joseph, must come and prostrate 
themselves before him. Moses 
and the Prophets must come and 
render homage to Jesus Christ; the 
law must come and yield to grace; 
Hagar the bond woman, must sub- 
mit to Sarah the free woman.— 
This is what we design to unfold 
in the comparison between the 
two covenants, and between those 
who established them. Our evan- 
gelist, after having raised Jesus 
Christ above John the Baptist, 
mounts higher, and takes occasion, 
by the way, to show the superiori- 
ty of the ministry of our Saviour, 
to that of Moses, in favour of 
which the Jews were so much pre- 
judiced; and after having said, that 
“out of the fulness of Christ we 
have all received, and grace for 
grace,” he adds, “For the law was 


|}given by Moses, but grace and 
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truth came by Jesus Christ.” In 
descanting suitably upon this text 
and the matter it presents to us, 
we propose to make a three-fold 
contrast between the law and the 
Gospel. The law is a ministra- 
tic of rigour and condemnation; 
the Gospel is a ministration of 
grace, mercy, and life, in which, 
and by which, God reveals himself 
in a manner the most agreeable 
and the most favourable that man 
could have wished: this is the sub- 
ject of my first point. The second 
contrast shall be between the law 
and the truth. The law is an eco- 
nomy of promises, shadows, and 
imperfections; the Gospel is an e- 
conomy of truth, accomplishment, 
and plenitude: this is the subject 
of my second point. The third 
contrast shall be between Moses, 
by whom God gave the law, and 
Jesus Christ, the author of the 
Gospel. “The law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ.” 

Lend us, my brethren, an atten- 
tive ear, while we attempt to in- 
vestigate this important subject; 
and God grant, that we may treat 
it in a manner suited to its digni- 
ty, and which may be proper for 
your instruction, edification, and 
sanctification. Amen! 

Part Ist. The term law, signi- 
fies scmetimes the five books of 
Moses—sometimes it signifies sim- 
ply the moral law, which is the 
rule of our conduct But it is of- 
ten understood in a more extensive 
signification, for all the ancient e- 
conomy, all the covenant of Moses. 
In this sense it is understood, He 
brews, vii. 12: “For the priesthood 
being changed, there was made of 
necessity achange of the law,” i.e. 
of the covenant, or economy. So, 
also, Rom. vi. 15, “For we are not 
under the law, but under grace;” 
an opposition which is the same 
as that in our text. The law taken 
jn this sense, includes the whole 
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Mosaic religion,—the moral law, 
with its sanctions—the ceremonial 
law, with all its exercises and or- 
dinances—the political law, or that 
body of rules given for the govern- 
ment of the republic of Israel, 
which had much relation to its 
particular state, and much con- 
nection with its religion and cere- 
monies. All that is called Jaw, be- 
cause God being the king and le- 
gislator of the Jews, gave all these 
things inthe form of a legislator, 
with authority, and with severity. 
Scattered among the whole, there 
were some seeds of grace, a mix- 
ture of promises of the Messiah, 
made even from the commence- 
ment of the world, renewed to 
Abraham, to the Patriarchs, to 
Moses, and afterwards frequently 
to the Prophets. Butas this grace 
had preceded the law,—as this 
grace which reigned under the 
law, came not of the Mosaic econo- 
my precisely in itself, and as it ap- 
pertained properly to the Gospel; 
and finally, as the denomination or 
title that one gives a thing, ought 
not only to include the least part, 
and that which is in some mea- 
sure strange and accidental, but 
its principal part, and that which 
appears most conspicuous; so all 
the economy of the Old Testament 
justly bears the name of aw, in op- 
position to grace. “The law was 
given by Moses”—it was given by 
the ministry of Moses. God gave 
the Israelites the moral law, which 
was but an abridgment of the 
law of nature, because they were 
men: and having a design to esta- 
blish among them a religion and a 
society, it was necessary, in the 
first place, to set before their eyes 
the rights of nature, and to give 
them rules for those actions which 
are the first foundation, and the 
first duty of religion. He gave 
them the ceremonial law, because 
it was necessary to fix them to a 
certain mode of worship, to dis- 
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tinguish them from other people, 
to preserve them from idolatry, 
and to keep them to their duty by 
the fear of divers laws suited to 
their disposition and circumstan- 
ces: and to cause them to desire 
earnestly the coming of the Mes- 
siah. God gave them the judicial 
law, because he would govern them 
immediately himself; they having 
given themselves to him by cove- 
nant, after their deliverance from 
Egypt. Finally, he gave them 
some promises, and some of the 
first fruits of the Gospel, in order 
to save true believers under the an- 
cient dispensation, and to prepare 
mankind for the dispensation of 
the Gospel,—also, to show that 
there has never been but one way 
of salvation, and that the seeds and 
principles of the Gospel have been 
known at all times. Itis this Gos- 
pel, which St. John calls ‘tgrace 
and truth,” that “came by Jesus 
Christ.”” The word “grace,” is in 
itself pleasing: it signifies benevo 
lence, favour, gentleness, mercy, 
free gift. And is not the Gospela 
favour, a free, unmerited favour? 
an effect of the benevolence of God, 
which comes to us purely of his 
good pleasure, without our having 
contributed any thing by our in- 
vention or merit, or by our good 
dispositions? nay, what do I say? 
even of which we are absolutely 
unworthy? The Gospel isa grace 
in its principle, which is the pure 
mercy of God; a grace in its foun- 
dation, which is the merit of Christ, |) 
without any mixture of human me- 
rit; a grace in its precepts, which 
are pleasing, easy, and favourable; 
a grace in its promises, which are 
all divine and supernatural, far a- 
bove what man had a right to ex- 
pect, and bearing no proportion 
to what we are capable of doing 

a grace in all its parts and effe cts, 
in our justification, sanctification, 
perseverance, and glorification; a 
grace as it respects the manner in 
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which we receive it, which is. by 
the influence of the Spirit of God. 
I allow, that in this Gospel, there 
are laws, precepts, and threaten- 
ings, which are every way suited 
to its nature, besides those which 
it borrows from the law. But, as 
every thing ought to take its name 
from its leading feature—as the 
language and the whole genius of 
the: Gospel breathe nothing but 
grace and love—and as the threat- 
enings are not properly against any 
but those who reject the Gospel, it 
is not astonishing that all the new 
covenant, all the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, bear the name of grace.— 
This granted as the foundation of 
our discourse; Jet us now see how 
the law is opposed to grace, and 
how much grace is superior to the 
law. 

Then I say, first, that the law is 
a ministration of rigour and con- 
demnation, in comparison with the 
Gospel. The scripture declares it 
every where, and the thing is self- 
evident. 

Ist. This appears in the mira- 
cles which were wrought to esta- 
blish it, and excite obedience to it. 
There has never been any thing 
greater, any thing more divine, 
than these miracles; but at the same 
time, never avy thing more dread- 
ful. They were often destructive 
miracles! Pharaoh and the Egyp- 
tians were swallowed up in the 
sea! The fire of Heaven descend- 








ed to consume Nadab and Abihu! 
The earth opened to swallow up 
| Dathan and Abiram! The rebel- 
| lious Israelites perished by divers 
plagues. 

2d. Consider the manner in 
which the law was given, and the 
circumstances which attended its 
publication. It was published in 
a desart, figurative of its sterility, 
and the weakness of its effects! It 
was given upon a high mountain 
apart! It was given in the midst 
of fire and thunder, with the most 
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terrible appearances! The gospel 
published by Jesus Christ and his 
Apostles, on the contrary, had no- 
thing frightful or terrifying in its 
publication. Jesus Christ, living 
in the midst of the Jews, in a 
meek, charitable, and familiar in- 
tercourse, gave lessons in the 
streets, in the public places, in the 
houses, in the assemblies, and in 
the temple, in a manner the most 
familiar, pleasing, attractive, and 
suitable. His Apostles, in the 
midst of Jerusalem, at the day of 
Pentecost, received the Holy Ghost, 
which rested upon each of them 
in a transcendant, but gentle man- 
ner. They began, and they con- 
tinued preaching the Gospel, with 
a sweetness which charmed and 
captivated the heart. Let us say, 
with St. Paul, Heb. xii 18, 24, 
“We are not come unto the mount 
that might be touched, and that 
burned with fire, nor unto black- 
ness, and darkness, and tempest, 
and to the sound of a trumpet, and 
to the voice of words; which voice 
they that heard entreated that the 
word should not be spoken to them 
any more, (for they could not en- 
dure that which was commanded; 
and if so much as a beast touch 
the mountain, it shall be stoned, 
or thrust through with a dart: and 
so terrible was the sight, that Mo- 
ses said, I exceedingly fear and 
quake:) But we are come unto 
mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, and unto an innumerable 
company of angels; to the general 
assembly and church of the first- 
born, which are written in Hea- 
ven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and to Jesus the mediator 
of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
better things than that of Abel.” 
3rd. Consider the rigour of the 
law in the injunctions and condi- 
tions of thiscovenant. It requires 
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of man perfect obedience, without 
allowing any infirmity: “He who 


| offendeth in one point, is guilty of 


all.” “Do these things, and thou 


Shalt live,” saith the Lord; but if 


thou err in one article, “sin lieth 
at thy door,” and thy condemna- 
tion is inevitable. “Cursed is he 


| who continueth not in all things 


| 
{ 
| 


‘do them.’’ 


| 


written in the book of the law to 
What! man, feeble, 


corrupt, unable to do good—to de- 


| 


'mand of him an obedience with- 


out spot, a life without infirmity, 


| 
| 
| 


and to condemn severely the least 
‘fault! What rigour! 

4. The severity of the law ap- 
pears in the punishment of the 
‘guilty. He who violated the law 
_of Moses, died without any mercy, 
upon the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. There was no sacri- 


fice for atrocious crimes, sins of 


| presumption 





| 


t 


| 








| paration from the people. 


and haughtiness : 
there were, it is true, for sins of 
ignorance and infirmity; but these 


| were only the typical sacrifices, 


which did not make a real expia- 
tion of sin, and which did not sa- 
tisfy the consciences of the guilty; 
and the daily reiteration of those 
sacrifices, was an avowal that the 
sin was not expiated. With what 
severity were ceremonial faults 
punished! See the case of the man 
gathering wood on the Sabbath 
day, for which he was stoned. To 
touch a dead body, was enough to 
render a person unclean, and to 
cut him off from intercourse with 
the other Israelites. Not to be 
circumcised, not to have. celebrat- 
ed the passover, when it might 
have been done, was a cause of se- 
What! 


/some will say, have not men natu- 


rally trouble enough to avoid mo- 
ral faults, the consequences and 
effects of their passions, without 
putting in the way, so to speak, 
stumbling blocks to cause them to 
stumble and fall, by so many small 
precepts in things indifferent in 


~- 
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their nature, and by so many rigo- 
rous defences in an establishment 
purely arbitrary, to which disobe- 
dience was often almost inevitable? 
This caused the Jews to say, more 
than once, that the law was a yoke 
that neither they nor their fathers 
had been able to bear. Add to 
this, that the law itselfnever speaks 
of any resource for the sinner—of 
any plank after the shipwreck; nor 
of any pardon or remission. Se- 
vere and inexorable, it listened 
not to man after he had sinned; it 
promised all to innocence, but it 
knew of no other way to arrive at 
happiness. To it, tears, conies- 
‘sion of sin, and resolution to a- 
mend, are all in vain. 

I allow that in the midst of this 
dark dispensation, I often see rays 
of mercy shine; I hear confessions 
of sin, and promises of pardon; I 
see tears of repentance, which flow 
from the eyes and hearts of be- 
lievers: but, asI have already said, 
it was by other means and motives 
than those of the economy; it was 
that believers, renouncing the law, 
as it were, had recourse to grace. 
Nevertheless, as a partial degree 
of light does not dissipate the pro- 
found darkness of the night, but 
often leaves it more obscure than 
it was before; and a few dew-drops 
upon a small corner of the earth, 
do not suffice to water an exten- 
sive country, dried and burnt by 
the heat of the sun: so the mixture 
of grace did not prevent this air of 
severity from reigning predomi- 
nant in the legal dispensation. 

But from whence came, you will 
inquire, this great severity? Why 
did God, whose nature is always 
the same, beneficent and merciful, 
wish to establish a dispensation 
encumbered with so many injunc- 
tions and maledictions, so much 
calculated to frighten and repel 
the human heart, rather than to 
gain it? My brethren, God has 
done nothing in this but with the 
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most profound wisdom; whether 
with respect to the Israelites in 
particular, or the state of man in 
general. I cannot doubt but the 
rigour of the legal ministry, and 
the heavy load of its ceremonies, 
were well founded in the particular 
necessity of the Jewish people.— 
They were a gross, stupid, incredu- 
lous, stiff-necked people, who had 
contracted in Egypt an extraordi- 
Mary propensity to idolatry.— 
Ought one to give to persons thus 
disposed, laws that are lenient, and 
precepts that are sanctioned sim- 
ply by gentle motives, and full of 
mercy? They would have entirely 
abused them. Like children, 
whose natural propensity is bad, 
it was necessary to bring them un- 
der a severe discipline. Like an 
unruly horse, they needed the bri- 
dle, the whip, and thespur. Asa 
barbarous and newly conquered 
people, they needed a yoke, a se- 
vere government, in order to ex- ° 
cite fear and stimulate to obedi- 
ence. Again: God intended to 
send his Son into the world; and 
in order to prepare men to receive 
him, he saw it needful also to con- 
vince them of their sin and misery, 
and moral incapacity to do good— 
of the impossibility of their satis- 
fying the justice of God, and con- 
sequently their need of atonement 
and redemption. The ministry of 
the law was every way proper for 
these ends. God, by it, made 
known his sovereign rights over 
his creatures, and fully manifested 
his justice; he showed man what 
he ought to fear, and what he 
might hope: and, causing him to 
try all his strength, pressing him, 
as it were, on every side by the 
force of his precepts, he awakened 
him to a sense of his danger; wit- 
ness those cries, “O wretched 
man that Iam! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?”’ 
He has convinced him of his weak- 
ness, which he would not acknow- 





1827. 


ledge, and has drawn him tremb- 
ling and confused to the foot of his 
tribunal. There this abased sin- 
ner has pronounced sentence of 
condemnation upon himself; and, 
in turning his eyes in all direc- 
tions to look for help, has been led 
to exclaim, “Who shall ascend in- 
to Heaven, and who shall descend 
into the deep? Who shall come to 
open to me the gate of Heaven, 
from which I am banished, and 
shut the mouth of Hell, which I 
have merited? Who will come to 
my deliverance from the empire of 
death? Who will satisfy for my 
sins, and reconcile me to God? 
Who will give me efficacious and 
victorious grace to correct and 
change my heart?” Then the 
Lord Jesus, constrained by the 
cries of his creature, comes to ful- 
fil all his desires, and supply all 
his wants. Faith has prepared 
the way; and in humbling man, it 
has levelled the mountains, and 
raised the vallies. Christ has de- 
clared, “They that be whole need 
not a physician, but they that are 
sick.” “I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance.” ‘But if you feel your sins, 
if you are heavy laden, and if you 
hunger, behold me with my right- 
eousness and grace.” It is cer- 
tain that the law did not produce 
this effect equally upon all the 
Jews, The greater part of them 
did not comprehend its true de- 
sign. Attached to the husk, they 
sought to justify themselves by the 
law of works, and thus they came 
‘short of the righteousness of God; 
the law not being given to justify 
man, but to cause him to seek the 
righteousness which is by faith.— 
The law ought to convince man 
that there is none righteous, no, 
not one; and should stimulate him 
to seek all his consolation from the 
grace of God, and the remission of 
his sins by Jesus Christ. 
( To be continued. ) 
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PRIZE ESSAY, 
On the Perpetuity and Divine Au-- 
By Wil- 


thority of the Sabbath. 
liam Jay, Esq. 
(Concluded. ) 

Having shown that the Sabbath 
formed a part of the revelation 
made by God, both to the antedi- 
luvian world, and to the Jewish 
people, we proceed to inquire whe- 
ther this institution was abolished 
by the Christian dispensation. On 
entering upon this inquiry, we are 
instantly met by the declaration of 
Christ, already mentioned, that 
“the Sabbath was made for man;’’ 
and we must therefore require, not 
negative, but positive proof, that 
the author of our religion intended 
to deprive his followers of an in- 
stitution, which, by his own contes- 
sion, was established hy infinite 
wisdom and goodness, for the be- 
nefit, not of the Jews alone, but of 
the whole human family. 

Those who regard the Sabbath 
only as a Jewish ordinance, con- 
tend, that as Christ abolished the 
whole of the Mosaic dispensation, 
he of course abolished the Sabbath. 
It is true, that the Jewish was su- 
perseded by the Christian econo- 
my; and from this fact, we derive 
one of our strongest proofs of the 
continued obligation of the Sab- 
bath. Christ declared, in the most 
unequivocal manner, that he Aad 
not come to destroy the law. The 
Apostle, speaking of the abroga- 
tion of the Jewish law, exhorts us 
to stand fast “in the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made us free;” 
and we may, therefore, reasonably 
infer, that it was not that law which 
St. Paul denominates “the yoke of 
bondage,” that Christ intended.— 
To this it is replied, that the rites 
and precepts of the Mosaic econo- 
my were typical of the Messiah, 
and expired by their own limita- 
tion on the accomplishment of his 
mission; and that it is only in this 
sense that Christ came not to de- 
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stroy, but to fulfil the law. It 
would be uncandid to deny, that 
were the words we have quoted 
unconnected with other expres- 
sions which could mark their 
meaning, they could, without vio- 
lence, bear this construction. But 
in ascertaining the intention of any 
particular sentence, we are bound 
to consider it in connection with 
the whole passage of which it 
forms apart. In his sermon on 
the mount, our Saviour used the 
following language: “Think not 
that I am come to destroy th: law, 
or the prophets. Iam not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil. For veri- 
ly I say unto you, till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled. Whosoever, 
therefore, shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach 
men so, he shall be called the least 
in the kingdom of heayen; but who- 
soever shall do and teach them, 
shall be called great in the king 
dom of heaven.” (Matt. v. 18, 19.) 
As if to show that the law and 
commandments of which he was 
speaking, were distinct from the 
ceremonial law, he proceeded to 
assure his auditors, that unless 
their righteousness exceeded that 
of the Scribes and Pharisees, who 
were distinguished for their scru- 
pulous observance of the Jewish 
ritual, they should in no case en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven: 
and it merits observation, that 
throughout the whole sermon, our 
Saviour dwells upon the impor- 
tance and excellency of the moral 
virtues, and comments upon seve- 
ral precepts of the decalogue, but 
in no in tance touches upon the 
obligation of the ceremonial law. 
If, therefore, we are to understand 
the above passage, as relating to 
this law, we may ask what connec- 
tion exists between this passage, 
and the whole scope and tendency 
of the sermon—in what sense this 
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law was declared to be unaltered, 
till heaven and earth should pass; 
and why was this law, which, at 
the time it was given, was enfor- 
ced only by temporal sanctions, 
now on the very eve of its total 
abrogation, fortified by the awful 
sanctions of the invisible worid— 
why, when the temple was about to 
be raised—why, when the Apos- 
tles were about to teach that in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth any thing, nor uncircume- 
| cision, it is declared, that the ob- 
| servance or violation of one of the 
least commandments, one of the 
|most minute regulations of the 





|| Jewish ritual, not by the Jews a- 


‘lone, but by any man whatever, 
will be rewarded or punished in 
the kingdom of heaven? ‘To these 
| questions, it will not be easy to 
‘give satisfactory answers, if we 
‘consider Christ as speaking of the 
' Jewish law; but if we understand 
| him as referring to the mora/ law, 
|every difficulty and apparent con- 
i tradiction immediately vanishes. 
| Christ, far from abolishing this 
law, fulfilled it by his own perfect 
obedience; and his assertions re- 
specting its continued obligation, 
are in entire consistency with the 
doctrines of his own inspired 
Apostles. The law, therefore, 
that was to be perpetual and unva- 
‘ried, and of which not one of its 
|least ‘‘commandments” might be 
| violated by any man with impuni- 
|ty, was no other than the deca- 
| logue—that law, which was spo- 
ken by the voice, and written by 
the finger of God, over which the 
|Shekinah had rested for ages in 
the Holy of Holies. 

If farther proof be wanting, that 
Christ and his Apostles did not 
abrogate the decalogue, together 
with the Mosaic law, it may be 
found in the various instances. in 
which they referred to “the com- 
mandments,” as still in force.— 
Thus to the young ruler, who en- 
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quired of Christ what good thing 
he should do, that he might have 
eternal life; he replied, “thou know- 
est the commandments,” and he 
then repeated five of them, and 
the summary that contains them 
all. St. Paul, writing to the Ro- 
mans, after repeating five of the 
commandments, discontinues the 
recapitulation of the whole deca- 
logue, by saying, “and if there be 
any other commandment, it is brief- 
ly comprehended in this saying, 
namely, thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself.” (Rom. iii, 9.)— 
In addressing the Ephesians, he 
presses upon children the duty of 
obeying the fifth commandment, 
and calls it “the first command- 
ment with promise.” But many 
commandments with promises an- 
nexed to them, had been given pre- 
vicusly to this; and it is therefore 
evidently in reference to its place 
in the decalogue, that he denomi- 
nates it, “the first commandment 


with promise.” St. James uses the 
term, “the law,” for the ten com- 
mandments, when he says, “for 
whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, is 
guilty of all: for he that said, do 
not commit adultery, said also, do 


not kill. Now if thou commit no 
adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art 
become a transgressor of the law.” 
By parity of reasoning, “he who 
said do not kill, said also, keep 
holy the Sabbath day; therefore he 
who keeps not holy the Sabbath 
day, is a transgressor of the law.”’ 
Christ himself, far from abolish- 
ing the Sabbath, either by his ex- 
ample or his precepts, vindicated 
it from the traditional superstition 
of the Pharisees; explained its na- 
ture, and showed that as it was de- 
signed for the benefit of mankind, 
it did not prohibit acts of mercy 
and necessity. As the fourth com- 
mandment formed a part of the 
moral law of God, and was inde- 
pendent of christianity for either 
Vor. VIIL......No.11—66 
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its origin or sanction, it is only in- 
cidentally alluded to by Christ and 
his Apostles. Had there been no 
condemnation of theft in the New 
Testament, stealing would still 
have been sinful, because forbidden 
by the decalogue; and for the same 
reason, the obligation of the Sab- 
bath required no confirmation from 
the Christian dispensation. 

But it is contended, that St. Paul 
admits the abolition of the Sabbath, 
when in addressing the Colossians, 
he says, “Let no man judge you 
therefore in meat, or in drink, or 
in respect of an holy day, or of the 
new moon, or of the Saddath days.”’ 
St. Paul is speaking of the abroga- 
tion of the Mosiac ritual; and we 
know that by that ritual certain 
days were set apart as sacred feasts, 
on which the people were required 
to abstain from labour. Thus the 
Ist, 10th and 15th days of the se- 
venth month were distinguished as 
“holy convocations,” on which the 
Jews were to do “no servile work,” 
and therefore each of these days is 
expressly called “a Sabbath,” (Lev. 
xxiii.) The seventh day of the 
week, was by pre-eminence, “the 
Sabbath, and it is not to this, but 
to the other days on which rest 
was enjoined, that the Apostle re- 
fers.” 

It is urged, however, that ad- 
mitting the fourth commandment 
to be of perpetual obligation, it 
must be obligatory as respects the 
seventh day of the week. The Sab- 
bath may be considered as consist- 
ing of two parts: first, the holy rest 
it requires, and secondly, the day 
on which this rest is to be observ- 
ed. Itis obvious that there can be 
no other moral connexion between 
this rest and the day appropriated 
to it, than the celebration of some 
event which that day commemo- 
rates. Infinite wisdom, as has al- 
ready been observed, selected the 
seventh day, because it was the 
first that had witnessed the perfect 
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creation; and as that was the great- || mandment. Under the Jewish dis-. 
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est display of divine power and 
goodness known to man, there was 
a peculiar fitness in selecting this 
day for the observance of that ho- 
ly rest which the Creator establish- 
ed for the temporal and spiritual 
comfort and happiness of his crea- 


pensation, the expression, “the se- 
venth day,”’ would naturally be un- 
derstood as referring to the lastday 
of the week; while under the Chris- 
tian dispensation, the expression 
will equally apply to the day suc- 
ceeding the six days of labour.— 


tures. The work of redemption, 
however, is a still more. glorious 
and stupendous exhibition of the 
divine attributes, and more worthy 
of the praise and adoration of man; 
hence the same reasons which at 
first led to the selection of the last 


Hence the commandmentis /iteradly 
binding upon Christians; and is di- 
terally obeyed by those who ob- 
serve the Sabbath on the first day 
of the week.* 

Again, we are told, that admit- 
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day of the week, render it highly 
proper that the Sabbath should now 
be observed on the day which wit- 
nessed the Saviour’s triumph over 
death and the grave, and the ac- 
complishment of the redemption of 
a fallen world. “If Christ be not 
risen,” says the volume of inspira 
tion, “your faith is vain, ye are yet 
in your sins.” 

Weare reminded however of the 


declaration of Christ, that not one 
jotor tittle should pass from the law; 
and it is affirmed, that if the day 
of the Sabbath has been changed, 
a portion of the commandment, has 
in contradiction to that declaration 


been repealed. The words of the 
eommandment are, ‘Remember 
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Siz days shalt thou labour and do 
all thy work, but the sews nth day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God,” 
&e. The term “seventh day” is 
here used, and perhaps designedly; 
in an indefinite sense, and may as 
well refer to the six preceding days 
of labour, as to the last day of the 
week; and especially as no mention 
is made of the week. It ought al- 
so to be remembered, that although 
the seventh day of the week was 
selected for the Sabbath, yet that 
the selection was made prior to 
the delivery of the decalogue, and 
that the observance of this day 


from the creation, rendered it un- [ 


necessary to specify it in the com- 








ting no particular day in the week 
is pointed out in the fourth com- 
mandment, as the Sabbath, yet we 
know that a certain day was in fact 
selected by divine appointment, and 
that no other day can lawfully be 
substituted by human authority.— 
To this assertion we readily assent, 
and we find in the universal obser- 
vance of the first day of the week, 
by the Christian world for many 
centuries, strong presumptive evi- 
dence, that this change was enjoin- 
ed by Christ, who probably in re- 
ference to this very event, declared 
himself ‘to be “Lord even of the 
Sabbath day.” 

As there would have been no 
propriety in observing the first day 
of the week, before our Saviour’s 
resurrection, the change that was 
afterwards to take place was not 
announced in his public instruc- 
tions, and he left it to his Apostles 
to introduce the Christian Sabbath, 
when the reason for the change 
could be understood by all. It is 
most probable that the Apostles 


*In the liturgy of the established 
church of England, and of the Protestant 
Episcopal church in this country, the 
minister repeats the fourth command- 
ment, and the people respond, “Lord in- 
cline our hearts to keep this law.” But 
if the commandment required the sanc- 
tification of the last day of the week, 
there would be a gross inconsistency be- 
tween the response of the people and 
their practice. 
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received their instruction on this 
subject, in the interval between the 
resurrection and ascension of their 
Master. Our Lord seems also to 
have pointed out the first day of 
the week, as a season peculiarly 
appropriated to his service, by 
meeting with his disciples on two 
successive Sundays, and absenting 
himself during the intervening 
week, and afterwards in the visi- 
ble descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the same day of the week. 

That the first day of the week 
was observed in the time of the 
Apostles, is evident, from the ap- 
pellation given to it by St. John, of 
“the Lord’s day,’’ and likewise 
from an incident in the history of 
St. Paul. From a careful examina- 
tion of Acts xx, 6 and 7, it appears 
that St. Paul arrived at Troas on 
Tuesday; and yet it was not until 
the ensuing Sunday that he met 


with his disciples, to break bread | 


and to preach to them. That it 


was the custom of the primitive 
Christians to assemble on Sunday, 
is also evident from St. Pauls di- 
rections to the Corinthians, rela- 
tive to a collection about to be 
made for certain necessitous bre- 


thren. “Upon the first day of the 
week, let every one of you lay by 
him in store as God has prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings 
when I come,” (1 Cor. xvi, 12.)— 
It necessarily follows, from this di- 
rection, that the Corinthians were 
in the habit of assembling together 
on the first day of the week, and 
that when thus assembled, they 
were ‘to lay by,’ that is, depositin a 
common fund, their charitable con- 
tributions; for otherwise, the ob- 
ject of the Apostle, “that there be 
no gatherings when come,” would 
have been defeated. It appears 
that similar directions were given 
to “the churches of Galatia;”’ and 
hence we have a right to infer, that 
Sunday was observed in all the 
churches founded by the Apostles; 
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and the practice of the Apostles 
was‘ equivalent to a command to 
all their followers. The authority 
for substituting the first for the last 
day of the week, must indeed have 


| been indisputable, since for sever- 


al centuries after this innovation, 
its propriety was never questioned 
by Christians of any name or sect. 
The writings of the early fathers, 
afford unequivocal proof, that the 
primitive Christians observed the 
first day of the week as their Sab- 
bath. 

Ignatius, a companion of the 
Apostles, says, in so many words, 
‘‘Let us no more Sabbatize;’”’ that 
is, keep the Jewish Sabbath; “but 
let us keep the Lord’s day, on which 
our Life arose.” 

Justin Martyr, who lived at the 
close of the first, and the beginning 
of the second century, says, “On 
the day called Sunday, is an assem- 
bly of all who live in the city or 
country, and the memoirs of the 
Apostles, and the writings of the 
prophets;”’ that is, the Old and New 
Testaments, “are read.”? For this 
he assigns the reasons of the Chris- 
tians, viz: “That it was the day on 
which the creation of the world 
began, and on which Christ arose 
from the dead.” 

Irenxus, a disciple of Polycarp, 
the disciple of St. John himself, 
who lived in the second century, 
says, “On the Lord’s day every one 
of us Christians keefis the Sabbath, 
meditating in the law’’, or scrip- 
tures, “and rejoicing in the works 
oi God.” 

Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, 
who lived in the time of Irenzus, 
that is, in the second century, says, 
in his letter to the church at Rome, 
“To-day we celebrate the Lord’s 
day, when we read your epistle to 
us.”” 

Tertullian, who lived in the se- 
cond century, speaks of the Lord’s 
day as a “Christian solemnity;” 
and asserts that some of the hea; 
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thens fancied that the sun was the 
God of the Christians, because they 
celebrated the first day of the week. 

Origen, who lived in the second 
century, urges the duty of prayer, 
“especially on the Lord’s day, 
which is a commemoration of 
Christ’s passion.” 

Eusebius, who lived at the close 
of the third, and beginning of the 
fourth century, declares, that“from 
the beginning the Christians did 
assemble on the first day of the 
week, called by them the Lord’s 
day, for the purpose of religious 
worship.’’* 

To these testimonies may be ad- 
ded that of Pliny, who in his cele- 
brated letter to Trajan, written a- 
bout the year 107, speaking of cer- 
tain Christians who had been ar- 
raigned before him, observes,— 
“They affirmed that they were wont 
to meet together on a stated day, 
before it was light, and sing among 
themselves alternately a hymn to 
Christ, as to God.” 

No sooner did Christianity be- 
come the religion of the state, than 


the arm of the magistrate was in-| 


terposed to protect the Sabbath 
from profanation. Constantine, the 
first Christian emperor, about the 
year 300, issued a decree forbidding 
all labour, except that of husban- 
dry, on Sunday, (dies solis) and he 
excuses this exception, on the plea 
of frequent necessity. Whatever 
opinion we may form of the since- 
rity of Constantine’s conversion, 
this edict affords indisputable evi- 
dence of the practice of the Chris- 
tian church in that age; and that in 
the judgment of Constantine, and 
his advisers, the principles of the re- 
ligion he had embraced, imperious- 
ly demanded the sanctification of the 
Sabbath day. Although the great 
majority of his subjects were pa- 
gans; and notwithstanding the tol- 


_* The greater part of the above quota- 
tions, are taken from Dwight’s Theology. 











eration he allowed them in their 
opinions and worship, he still re- 
quired them to abstain from labour 
on the first day of the week. It is 
also worthy of remark, that he calls 
Sunday “the venerable day,” an 
epithet that would have been inap- 
plicable, had not this day been 
long distinguished for its peculiar 
sanctity. 

The authorities we have cited 
prove, beyond all doubt, that the 
Christian church, from the time of 
the Apostles, acknowedged and 
observed a weekly Sabbath. Ifthe 
Sabbath was abolished by Christ, 
then has his church been guilty 
of perpetuating this ordinance, in 
opposition to his will, and in defi- 
ance to his authority; and it was 
led into this crime, if not by the ex- 
press directions, at least by the 
countenance and connivance of his 
inspired Apostles: 

When we consider the nature 
and practical influence of this in- 
stitution, it seems absolutely indis- 
pensable, not only to the extension, 
but to the very existence of Chris- 
tianity. We are at a loss to con- 
ceive how its doctrines could have 
been promulgated, and its ordinan- 
ces administered, unless a periodi- 
cal cessation from labour had per- 
mitted all classes of society regu- 
larly to assemble for religious wor- 
ship and instruction. ‘Take this 
day from the calendar of the Chris- 
tian, and all that remains will be 
cloudy and cheerless Religion will 
instantly decay; ignorance, error 
and vice, will immediately triumph; 
the sense of duty vanish; morals 
fade away; the acknowledgment, 
and even the ‘remembrance of God 
be far removed from mankind: the 


| glad tidings of salvation cease to 
| sound, and the communication be- 


tween earth and heaven be cut off 
for ever.” And did the Redeemer 
of the world abolish an institution 
thus important tothe church, which 
he purchased with his own blood; 
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and is he indebted for the purity 
and extension of that church to.an 
act of bold rebellion to his own au- 
thority? And shall we dare to as- 
cribe to man, whose breath is in his 
nostrils, and whose very wisdom is 
foolishness with God, the transcen- 
dent blessings and enjoyments of 
the Sabbath; and deny the glory of 
it to Him, whose work is perfect, 
and whose ways are judgment? 

In the garden of Paradise, our 
first parents were blessed with a re- 
turning day of rest and praise; and 
after the waters of the deluge had 
testified the wrath of an offended 
God, the Sabbath, like the bow in 
the firmament, was a pledge of his 
mercy and loving kindness. The 


descendants of Noah, while they 
spread themselves over the face of 
the earth, carried with them their 
veneration for this holy day; and 
continued to distinguish it from 
others, and to use it in the compu- 
tation of their time, long after the 


remembrance of its institution, 
and of the duties to which it had 
been appropriated, had been buri- 
ed beneath the load of idolatrous 
observances. On Mount Sinai, the 
voice of the Almighty was heard 
to proclaim, “Remember the Sab- 
bath day to keep it holy;” and for 
a long series of ages, this command, 
recorded on stone by the Deity 
himself, was preserved with cir- 
cumstances of unexampled rever- 
ence and dignity, and honoured by 
a miraculous emblem of the Divine 
presence. This precept, and the 
other commands of the decalogue, 
were delivered, recorded and pre- 
served, in a manner peculiarly cal- 
culated to distinguish them from 
the temporal institutions of the Mo- 
saic dispensation, and at the time 
when that dispensation was about 
to terminate, the Saviour of the 
world solemnly declared to the as- 
sembled multitude, that “till heav- 
en and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle should in no wise pass from 
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the law, till all be fulfilled.” As 
Lord of the Sabbath, he substitut- 
ed the day of his own resurrection 
for the one originally appointed; 
and he honoured this day by select- 
ing it for the descent of the Hoiy 
Spirit upon his Apostles, endow- 
ing them with power to proclaim 
the everlasting gospel to all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and tongues. 
From that time to the present, the 
Christian Sabbath has been ac- 
knowledged by every nation pro- 
fessing the name of Christ; nor 
will the obligation to observe it, 
cease to be binding upon every in- 
dividual of the human family, to 
whom the gospel has been commu- 
nicated, till he shall have been 
removed into the regions of des- 
pair, or shall have entered on that 
eternal Sabbath, which remaineth 
for the people of God. 

It is foreign to the design of this 
essay, to expatiate on the various 
benefits which the Sabbath confers. 
on nations and individuals. It is 
sufficient to remark, that it has 
contributed more than any human 
institution whatever, to the peace. 
and good order of society, and to 
the comfort and happiness of its 
several members; and that the de- 
gree of reverence with which it is 
regarded, affords in general a safe 
and accurate criterion of public 
and individual morality. 

With respect to the duties con- 
nected with this holy season, we 
will only observe, that although 
many may innocently and sincere- 
ly differ as to minute points of prac- 
tice, yet no one can doubt for a 
moment, that the command to 
keep Aoly the Sabbath day, re- 
quires us to employ this day for 
the purposes of religion, and con- 
sequently forbids us to devote it to 
the ordinary business and amuse- 
ments of life. The excitements of 
avarice, and the allurements of 
pleasure, may indeed tempt us to 


trame excuses for appropriating to 








506 


ourselves that time which our 
Maker has consecrated to his own 
service, but conscience will deride 
our vain and impious endeavours; 
and the terrors of the last day will 
vindicate an ordinance, coeval and 
commensurate with the existence 
of the world. 


STRANGE SUBJECTS RANGED IN 
PARALLELS. 


It is a very marvellous provision 
of Providence that the demonstra- 
tive sciences lead to few practical 
results, whilst nearly the whole of 
active life is determined and regu- 
lated by frobable, or as it is some- 
times called, mora/evidence. None 
differ about the leading proposi- 
tions of Euclid, and yet none ob- 
tain moral guidance from his ax- 
ioms. Thousands differ on rules 


of moral evidence, most essential 
to the regulation of their conduct. 


And our MORAL GOVERNOR wills it 
thus, in order to test the princi: 
ples, and disclose the real charac- 
ter of his creatures. He, therefore, 
has chosen to repose the evidence 
of revealed truth, not on the de- 
monstrations of exact science, but 
on probable, and historical, and o- 
ther moral evidence. 

It happens, therefore, that men 
believe a great deal as they are in- 
clined by education, habit, and 
feeling. And the subjects they do 
believe, or do not believe, are ofien 
ranked very erroneously, both as to 
method and importance. 

It would lead to curious results 
were we permitted to ask various 
violent sectaries, why they believe 
certain things so very strongly, on 
slight evidence, and others so du- 
bivusly, on weighty evidence. And 
strange contradictions would be 
betrayed by ascertaining upon 
what grounds certain positions 
were admitted, and certain others, 


strongly related to them, or pre-[ 


cisely like them, violently opposed. 


STRANGE SUBJECTS RANGED IN PARALLELS. 
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Some of these subjects I am go- 
ing to range in strange and sur- 
prising parallels. 

1. All Protestants, as far as I 
know, on certain principles, have 
been led to adopt what is called the 
Canon of Scripture, that is, have 
agreed, by certain evidence, to de- 
termine what Books are inspired. 

2. The same general principles 
are their appeal in justifying the 
observance of the first day of the 
week as holy time, rather than the 
seventh day. And all, except a 
few Quakers and Sabbattarians, 
consent to the authority and reli- 
gious obligation of the Christian 
Sabbath. 

3. But a sharper contest attends 
another subject, exactly similar in 
the nature of the proof of which it 
is susceptible—the Baptism of In- 
fants. And off, at an immeasura- 
ble distance, fly a large sect of very 
zealous and exemplary Protest- 
ants! The Baptists, who admit 
both the foregoing positions, stren- 
uously oppose this. And yet all 
Pedo-Baptists think the subjects 
are very much alike. 

4. At the mention of a fourth 
subject, thought by some to be a- 
bundantly supported by the same 
species of evidence, a third part of 
Protestant Christendom starts up 
alarmed. And in this region, I 
dare hardly whisper to the winds 
that I think PRIMITIVE EPISCOPACY 
proved, authenticated and enforced 
by the same just rules of investi- 
gation and evidence which satisfy 
me as to the Canon of Scripture, 
the Christian Sabbath, and Infant 
Baptism. 

Itis fair for the Episcopalian, 
Presbyterian, and Baptist, to ask 
the Quaker why he agrees to the 
established Canon of Holy Writ, 
and when he answers, to say, Why, 
friend, the same arguments ac- 
count for the change of the Jewish 
Sabbath to the Lord’s Day!— 
Wherefore then dost thou not keep 
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tiny, as a mere question of fact. — 
Is the antiquity of our present Ca- 
non of Scripture, of the observance 
of the Lord’s Day, and the prac- 
tice of Infant Baptism, so very high 
and venerable, that we may be jus- 
tified in considering them Aposto- 
lical, and next to scriptural; and 
have they, in any measure, the 
sanction of scripture? 

When I proposed an appeal to 
some one author, maintaining all 


it? I cannot conjecture what he 
could answer. Next the Episco- 
palian and Presbyterian might in- 
terrogate the Baptist, and beg him > 
to make such a summary of argu- | 
ments, as would account for his. 
receiving the present books of, 
Scripture, and keeping holy the 
Lord’s Day; and then ask him, why, | 
by the same rule, he did not find it 
his duty to baptize his children?— 
And I am mistaken if there would | 


not be either sophistry or evasion | 
in the reply. 

Finally, let the Episcopalian turn 
upon them all, and ask each to 


frame his best and most conclusive | 


argument for the point in discus- 


| 


the three propositions, Ihad,in my 
own mind, selected Dr. Dwight’s 
System of Divinity, as the best and 
most accessible authority. But 
upon examination, I find he exhib- 
its no proofs on the first of the 


points before us. To maintain the 
Canon of Scripture, did not enter 
into his plan. 


sion to which he freely yields as- | 
sent, and he would engage to take | 
the Quaker’s argument for the Ca- | 


non of Scripture, the Baptist’s ar- 
gument of the Christian Sabbath, 
and the Presbyterian’s argument 
for Infant Baptism, and by each 
and all agree to prove the primi- 


tive authority and obligation of the 
office of Bishop. 

To save time, I will not insist on 
a public conference for this pur- 
pose, but will just take the Books of 
some one of these men, and put my 


position to the test. I will, there- 


fore, turn to some writer who went 


the length of the three former pro- 
positions, and will endeavour to 
melt down his arguments, and ex- 
tract some comprehensive general 
positions, equally proving either 
point, and by this common measure, 
I will be ready to try the founda- 
tions of Episcopacy. 

The question, let me premise, is 
a question of ‘fact, the simplest 
and most easily determined of all 
possible questions. It does not re- 
late to doctrine, and therefore is 
not liable to thé perversion of 
creed-mongers. It does not con- 
cern mere matters of opinion, or 
involve essential points of moral 
duty, and ought, therefore, to be 
approached with passionless scru- 








I was fain, therefore, to turn to 
Horne’s Introduction; and upon ex- 
amination and reflection, find, that 
this most easily and generally re- 
ceived point, is sustained by the 
least variety of arguments. It rests 
almost entirely upon the testimony 
of antiquity—the last of the argu- 
ments about to be adduced in proof 
of the other points. So, that as 
the broader ground must needs in- 
clude the narrower, I am still at 
liberty to make my summary from 
President Dwight. 

He considers Infant Baptism to 
rest on the three following propo- 
sitions: 

ist. The oneness or perpetuity 
oftheChurch. 2nd. The practice 
of the Apostles; and 3dly. The u- 
niversal practice of the primitive 
Church. These propositions I 
have not worded precisely in his 
own manner; but that the summa- 
ry is substantially correct, may be 
seen by referring to his Vth vol. 
295th p. It requires a little more 
boldness to reduce his arguments 
in favour of the Christian Sabbath 
to the same brief heads, but my 
mode of argument requires it; and 
for its general accuracy and fair- 
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uess, I boldly appeal to his [Vth 
yol. 17th p. 

This, then, is the sum of the evi- 
dence common to all these great 
topics. Neither is susceptible of 
direct and sufficient scriptural 
proof. Yet the Canon of Scripture 
is not to be doubted, because all 
the records of antiquity go to prove 
that Christians, from the earliest 
ages, consider our present Bible as 
containing all their sacred and in- 
spired Books. The Christian Sab- 
bath is to be observed rather than 
the Jewish,—Ist, Because it com- 
memorates the greatest event un- 
der the new covenant, as the sev- 
enth day did under the old. 2dly, 
Because the Apostles seem to have 
regarded it more sacredly than the 
seventh day; and 3dly, Because all 
antiquity considers the change as 
authorized and established by 
Christ and his Apostles. Infant 
Baptism is to be retained, Ist, Be- 
cause it is the same seal to be- 
lievers and their children of new 
covenant promises, that circumci- 
sion was of promises under the 
faw. 2dly, Because the Apostles 
appear to have understood their 
commission to include children of 
believers, and to have proceeded 
accordingly to baptize whole 
households; an@ 3dly, Because no 
writer of the two first centuries, 
presumes to question the universal 
practice of Infant Baptism, as of 
apostolic and divine authority. 

Thus far the parallel runs well, 
and our common rule neither ap- 
pears defective nor treacherous.— 
But why stop here? Let us run 
on, in the same summary way, to 
another subject. The office of Bi- 
shop, and of two other subordinate 
orders—priests and deacons—is by 


all means to be retained in the) 


Church: Ist, Because the analogy 
of the Aaronic priesthood, and the 


oneness of the Church, strongly. 


indicate that its ecclesiastical au- 
thority was thus to be arranged. 


REVIVALS. 
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2dly, Because the Acts of the 
Apostles, and many passages in 
their Epistles, strongly intimate, if 
they do not expressly prove, exact- 
ly this order of government; and 
3dly, Because all antiquity attests, 
that this was the primitive organi- 
zation of the Church, as received 
by the Apostles from their Master, 
and by them handed down unim- 
paired and unquestioned for fifteen 
centuries. 

I might add many remarks to 
show the fairness and force of this 
argument, as applied to Episcopa- 
cy, and prove, that whilst each of 
the other three points is sustained 
by some circumstantial proof, a- 
side from the compass of our 
three common rules, neither is thus 
collaterally proved, as remarkably 
as Episcopacy. But I forbear, be- 
lieving that the argument above 
unfolded is unanswerable, and 
standing nakedly, is most conclu- 
Sive. 

I would only ask, in concluding, 
whether it has not above been made 
fairly to appear, that the “legs of 
the lame are not equal,” and whe- 
ther all those must not forever halt 
in this part of their creed, who ad- 
mit the Canonical Scriptures, re- 
vere the Christian Sabbath, and 
bring their children to Baptism, 
and yet reject and decry Episco- 
pacy? | Episcopal Reg. 


REVIVALS. 


Definition. —We can account for 
the different feelings of persons 
equally pious with regard to what 
are commonly called REVIVALS, on- 
ly by supposing that the word sug- 
gests, to each respectively, very 
different ideas. One is immedi- 
ately reminded of confused and 
disorderly scenes of social wor- 
ship, of imprudent and unauthor- 
ized expressions, uttered in the 
heat of animal or sympathetic ex- 
citement, arid ofa pride and display 
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of superior righteousness in many 
whose pretensions are notoriously 
doubtful. To the other, the con- 
secrated word conveys the most 
touching ideas of the subduing 
power and efficacy of the gospel of 
peace—of the majesty and mercy 
of the Lord Jesus Christ—of love 
and consolation shed abroad in the 
heart by the lively exercises of sav- 
ing faith. 

_If zood men understood one ano- 
ther better, they would unite, no 
doubt, in disapproving and deplor- 
ing the human infirmities and pas- 
sions, which debase and dishonour 
many religious excitements; and in 
blessing God together for every 
instance of genuine conversion, let 
it occur when and how it may. 

As a starting point in all their 
discussions, they should agree, 
therefore, in their definition of a 
REVIVAL. 

Considering the facts implied in 
the word, apart from all accidental 
circumstances, I should define a 


REVIVAL to be a multiplication of 
particular conversions, by the effi- 
cacy of divine truth, applied and 
rendered effectual by the power of 


the Holy Ghost. We all under- 
stand what is meant by a genuine 
conversion. A Revival consists in 
a number of such instances occur- 
ring in a particular place, about 
the same period of time. It is the 
increase and prevalence of sound 
piety and true religion. 


For the Repertory. 
CHAPTER I. OF JOHN. 
Translated from Tittman’s Commentary. 
[Continued from page 363.]} 

Although in every case, the 
usage of the language holds the 
chiet place, and should be princi- 
pally sought for, since no interpre- 
tation can be solid which does not 
accord with it; yet in many instan- 
ces, and especially in allegorical 
passages, it is not of itself suffi- 

Vor. VIIL......No. 11.—67 
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cient, since the same word may be 
employed in different senses, and 
explained in various ways. Of 
this, we have an example in this 
very term light. It includes the 
idea of knowledge, and of holiness, 
and of felicity also. We must, 
therefore, make further inquiry, 
and appeal to the connection of the 
discourse and to history. If now 
we inspect all those passages in 
which the name 9us, light, is giv- 
en to our Lord, we shall be com- 
pelled by the context to under- 
stand by this name, not only the 
publisher, but also the procurer of 
salvation. For it appears that 
the Messiah was promised in the 
Old Testament, under the name 
aor, light. Isaiah, 60, 1. This 
passage has indeed been refer- 
red by some interpreters to the 
period of the Hebrew common- 
wealth, succeeding the return from 
the Babylonish captivity, and has 
been supposed to promise a resto- 
ration of its ruined temple, public 
worship, and outward prosperity. 
But the republic never attained to 
so illustrious and splendid a con- 
dition as is here described. We 
are aware that in the prophetic 
parts of Scripture, great allowance 
must be made for the warm and 
excited imagination of the writer, 
which clothes his ideas in glowing 
and often hyperbolical language; 
but this prediction could not with 
truth have been delivered by Isaiah 
with reference to the period im- 
mediately subsequent to the capti- 
vity. It must, therefore, without 
hesitation, be referred to the times 
of the Messiah. For throughout 
the chapter, a scene of prosperity 
is described, such as was never 
witnessed by the people of Judea, 
after their return from Babylon.— 
The felicity predicted, was indeed 
to be first bestowed upon the Jews; 
but the kings and princes of other 
lands, all nations, the people of all 
regions of the earth, were to come 


~ 
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and participate in its enjoyment.— |. 


Further: a Saviour and avenger of | 
the people, who should turn away 
perverseness from Israel, is pre- 
dicted in the chapter immediately 
before, liv. 20. This place is in- 
terpreted expressly of Christ, by 
Paul, who, in Rom. xi. 14, has 
quoted itfor the purpose of showing 
that the period would arrive when 
many of the Jews would embrace | 
the salvation they had hit herto re- | 
jected. Finally, in the following | 
chapter, Ixi. is recorded another | 
prophecy, which the Lord has in- | 
terpreted of himself, Luke, iv. 18. | 
The subject of the discourse, then, | 
is unquestionably Christ. 


scribed as the giver of the highest 
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Lord has three times ascribed this 
name to himself, in the Gospel of 


‘John, chap. viii. 12, 1x. 5, and xii. 


: 44. 


| 
' 


| ly happy.” 





! 


But |! 
throughout the passage, he is de- |) 


The sense of the first of these 


| places is doubtless this: “Jam the 
_author of salvation; 
| said, “Iam the Saviour of the world; 


+3 


as if he had 


he that followeth me, shall be sav- 
ed from misery and made perfect- 
This most delightful 
passage is closely connected (espe- 
cially if the account of the adulte- 
rous woman, chap. viii. 1, 2, is, as 
the most learned men suppose, not 
genuine,) with the discourse rejat- 
ed in the former chapter, particu- 
larly with verses 37, 38, and 39; 
where our Lord spoke of himself 
as the author of felicity, in such a 


-manner as to induce many of his 


felicity. He is distinguished by ' hearers to profess him as the Mes- 
siah. In chap. ix. 5, where he 
used these words, “as /ong as Jam 
in the world, I am the light of the 
world,” the mind of our Lord was 
doubtless this: As long as I 
continue to dwell ufion the earth, 


I desire to promote the welfare of 


the same appellation in chapter |: 
Vilil. 1, compared with Matt. iv. 16; | 
but then, as likewise in chap. Xi. |: 
1, 16, he is described as Prince of | 
Peace, and Author of the golden | 


age. 
light 


In chap. xlix. 4, the words 
and salvation, are used | 


as if they were nearly synono- | 


mous terms. To this it must be | 
added, that to use the word! 
light, in the sense of felicity, is the | 
prevailing custom of Isaiah. 
ch xlv. 7, where /ight and dark- 
ness are set in opposition; and for 
them are substituted the synono- 
mous words, feace and evil, chap. 
xlvill. 18, lix. 9, and many others. 
If we consult the general history of 
the Church, it appears the Mes- 
siah, in the Old Testament, was 
promised rather as a Savfour than 
teacher. Hence we conclude, that 
by the word light, when used 
in reference to Christ, is intended 
the author of human salvation.— 
In the New Testament, this name 
is first given him by Simeon. Luk. 
ii. 32. Here he is called alight to 
lighten the Gentiles; that is, as we 
read in verse 30, salvation, the au- 
thor of salvation, to be revealed 
also to the Gentiles. Then, our 


See || 








men. He does not speak of the 
light of instruction; for he was not 
employed, when he uttered these 
words, in teaching, but in the be- 
nevolent work of giving sight to 
the blind. In the last chapter 
quoted above, he was exhorting 
his hearers to faith. He desired 
them to believe, not merely in a 
teacher, but in the author of salva- 
tion, for such he there describes 
himselfto be. Finally, John has 
used this appellation in the pas- 
sage under consideration But in 
whatever sense our Lord has call- 
ed himself the light of the world, 
in the same sense must John also 
be supposed to have done it. Of 
this, we have moreover the follow- 
ing proofs: In the first place, he 
has added to the word light, the 
word life. The latter expresses 
the cause, the former the effect; 
by the one is denoted the power of 
bestowing happiness, by the other 
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this happiness itself. Then, in 
verse 8, he has said of John the 
Baptist, he was not that light. A\l- 
though John the Baptist was a 
teacher, yet he was not and could 
not be called that light: this there- 
fore was something greater, and 
far more illustrious. Finally, in 
this whole Gospel, John has neither 
described, nor designed to de- 
scribe our Lord as a mere teacher, 
but as the sole procurer of our sal- 
vation. Therefore the design of 
the Evangelist, and the scope of 
the whole book, require that sig- 
nification which we have given to 
the word. 

But it is not in one respect only, 
that our Lord may be properly de- 
nominated the author of salvation. 
For such he was in regard to his 
death, by which he pfurchased,— 
and such he was, is now, and for- 
ever will be, in regard to his om- 
nipotence, by which he confers, 
freedom from eternal perdition, 


and the possession of everlasting 


happiness: and, finally, such he 
was, is, and will be, in regard to his 
doctrine, by which he _ rescues 
from the most oppressive evils of 
ignorance, unbelief, vice, and mise- 
ry; and not only makes known sal- 
vation, and the way to attain it, but 
actually imparts saving knowledge, 
faith, holiness, and felicity. And 
in this last sense, especially, is he 
called the light of the world; since 
he rescues men from the grossest 
ignorance, incredulity, and vice; 
and thus from what is of necessity 
connected with them, the lowest 
perdition; and teaches them a know- 
ledge of their nature, and future 
destiny, of God, and the Messiah, 
as true, certain, and clear, as in 
the present state of their existence 
is possible—at least far more sure, 
clear, and delightful, than they had 
before, or could ever have had 
without him—and from knowledge, 
leads them to faith and holiness; and 
finally, to what is inseparable from 
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these, happiness in this world and in 
that whichis tocome. This our Lord 
has done, first indeed by his doce 
trine, Which possesses a power di- 
vine, not only to instruct, but to 
reform, change, console, and re- 
Joice the heart. He has also done 
it by his life, and by his death it- 
self; for in no light so glorious as 
this, has God and the benevolence 
of his nature, and his paternal love 
for men; or the Redeemer, and his 
most mighty and saving work, or the 
dignity of man, and the certainty of 
a future life, ever been seen. He 
has done it by the example, both 
of his holiness, which has given 
new beauty and efficacy to his doc- 
trine, and of his sufferings and the 
glery that should follow; which are 
the pledge and pattern of our own. 
Rom. viii. 17, 29—Tim. ii. 2. And 
finally, he teaches, by sending the 
Holy Spirit to his Apostles, insti- 
tuting the sacraments of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, the minis- 
try of the Church, public worship, 
and other exercises of faith and pi- 
ety, which are most efficacious 
means, on the one hand, of extir- 
pating from our world, ignorance, 
infidelity, ungodliness, and misery; 
and on the other, of promoting, ex- 
tending, and establishing among 
men, knowledge, faith, virtue, and 
consequently the truest felicity — 
Thus widely does the signification 
of the words ov gwros rov xocpov, 
tie light of the world, extend. Their 
primary import is that of happi- 
ness, to which Christ conducts us, 
by his doctrine indeed, but not, as 
we have seen, by his doctrine alone. 
There is a difference, therefore, 
between the terms fay and ws, 
life and light. The former indi- 
cates a cause, the latter an effect; 
the one expresses the power of 
conferring salvation, the other the 
salvation itself. Life relates to all 
things that live; dight, particularly 
to men. The sense of the passage 
is this: In Him there is life-giving 















energy; or, he is possessed of lhe pow- 
er of imparting life to all things, 
and this power he uses chiefly in be- 
stowing salvation ufion man. The 
word darkness, the opposite of 
light, may be shown in the same 
way to signify, not only ignorance 
and depravity, but also their inevi- 
table consequences, misery and 
destruction. Hence it is manifest, 
that darkness denotes men who 
were wretched, because estranged 
from knowledge, faith, holiness, 
and felicity, and deeply sunk in ig- 
norance, idolatry, unbelief, and 
vice. The phrase—and the light 
shineth in da: kness—teaches that 
this salvation was announced to 
miserable mortals, that they might 
know God and Jesus Christ whom 
he hath sent, the author and giver 
of life, and through Him be made 
partakers of eternal felicity. But 
the darkness comprehended it not; 
these miserable beings refused this 
salvation; they would not even un- 
derstand, much less embrace it.— 
These words were first and chiefly 
spoken of the Jews; but they 
may also be applied to the Gen- 
tiles, and are descriptive of the 
universal corruption of the word. 
Hence it is easy to perceive, that 
there is no occasion to resort to 
the conjecture, that the words dife 
and light were used by this Evan- 
gelist on account of the Gnostics 
and Cerithians; or even, aS some 
recent interpreters suppose, with 
reference to the followers of John 
the Baptist, who, as they assert, 
were accustomed to employ them. 
For, if we are not deceived, they 
are without question derived from 
the established usage of the He- 
brew, but more especially from 
the discourses of our Lord, in 
which, as appears from this gos- 
pel, they were in constant use, and, 
as it were, classical terms. 

In two ways, then, in the pas- 
sage before us, does John exhibit 
the divine glory of the promised 
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Saviour: For, first, by the words, 
in Him was life, he ascribesto Him 
creating power, which pertains to 
God alone; and, secondly, when 
he adds, and the life was the light 
of men, he ascribes to Him the 
power of bestowing blessings, es- 
pecially upon men, and professes 
Him to be the sole author of hu- 
man life and felicity, because He 
has created mankind, and redeem- 
ed them from ruin and death, and 
confers upon those who believe, a 
spiritual and blessed life, arising 
from a knowledge of the truth, 
faith, and purity of motives and of 
conduct, and which, in the world 
to come, will be supremely happy 
and everlasting. But, that no one 
might be uncertain as to the per- 
son he had described, nor suspect 
that these illustrious things were 
spoken of John the Baptist, he 
subjoined the sixth and following 
verses: “There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. 
The same came for a witness, to 
bear witness of the Light, that all 
men through him might believe. 
He was not that Light, but was 
sent to bear witness of that Light. 
That was the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not.’’ 

The mention of John the Bap- 
tist, in this place, should occasion 
no surprise; nor ought we to sup- 
pose that his followers constituted 
a peculiar sect, because it is as- 
serted that not he, but another was 
the Messiah. For the authority of 
John, as clearly appears from what 
is related in the 19th verse, was so 
great, not only with his disciples, 
but also with the whole body of 
the people, and even with the San- 
hedrim, that he was regarded either 
as Elias, or one of the Prophets 
risen from the dead, or the Christ 
himself. This high estimation of 
John the Baptist, was common a- 
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mong the people, and by no means 
peculiar to his own disciples. Nor 
did the Evangelist make mention 
of him in this place, in order to 
detract from his authority. His 
object was rather to exhibit the 
wisdom of God in sending him to 
bear testimony to the Messiah.— 
For he was sent, we are informed, 
for a testimony, that he might bear 
witness of the light; in other words, 
that he might instruct men con- 
cerning Him, and preach, extol, 
and commend Him to the people. 
The word paprupew, to bear witness, 
as also paprupias, testimony, signifies 
not only to teach, but also to prove 
by arguments, and in every way to 
confirm what is taught: see v. 32, 
34—ch. ili. 26—ch. v. 33—ch. xvi. 
26—ch. xiv. 26—ch. xviii. 27. It 
has this force in imitation of the 
Hebrew, and also in accordance 
with the usage of the classic writ- 
ers of Greece. He was sent, there- 
fore, for the commendation of the 
Saviour. For the term light, may 
be more perspicuously rendered by 
(to use the language of the schools) 
its concrete, viz: author of salva- 
tion, or, in one word, Saviour.— 
The phrase, the true light, may 
mean either the true Saviour, or 
the Saviour himself; and the word 
gorilew, to enlighten, includes, ac- 
cording to the Hebrew usage, not 
only the idea of teaching, so as to 
be synonomous with ddacxew, to 
teach, but also that of imparting 
felicity. Hence arises this sense 
of the words: he was willing and 
desirous to instruct, and, not only by 
his doctrine, but also in many other 
ways, to bestow blessings upon all 
men. The expression, every man, 
which may signify all men univer- 
sally, or the whole race of men, 
not only Jews, but also Gentiles, 
affirms in opposition to the opin- 
ion of the Jews, that the Messiah 
and his salvation were not for them 
alone, but for all mankind. The 
following words, spyousvoy sts to 
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xosnov, are by some referred to zo 
gus, SO that zo” my epyouevoy sus tov 
xoouov, Stands in place of eaavber 
ets tov xoouorv; but by others, to the 
immediately preceding zovavpdaxor. 
The former method of interpreta- 
tion is agreeable to the usage of 
the Aposile in this gospel; see ch. 
ili, 19—=xii. 46, &c.; and the latter 
is discountenanced by the omission 
of the article cov before the word 
epxouevov, Which ought not to be the 
case, if it were to be connected 
with avOpanov; and also by the 
idiom of the Greek language, 
which affords no example of the 
use of the phrase epyecdao es rov 
xoopor, to signify to be born. The 
expression may, however, have 
been derived from the Jewish doc- 
tors, by whom the Hebrew phrase 
to come into the world, was 
sometimes employed, as the writ- 
ers mentioned by Wolfius have 
shown. 

The narration, therefore, pro- 
ceeds in this manner: He who is 
most surely the only Saviour, came 
into this world. He was the true 
light that cometh into the world.— 
He came to the same world that 
had been of old created by him. 
He came not to a people with 
whom he held no intimate relation, 
but to a people especially his own, 
whom he had formed for himself; 
had separated from the rest of the 
human race by peculiar laws and 
institutions; to whom he had been 
promised by so many predictions 
of the Prophets, and had been for 
so many ages the object of most 
ardent desire; a people, who heard 
him deliver his divine doctrine, 
and saw him perform his miracu-. 
lous works: he came unto his own. 
For by the words 7a céua, his own, the 
world is not intended; but only the 
region where our Lord abode, his 
native land: nor by cove sduovs, are 
men in general, his creatures, to 
be understood, but a peculiar peo- 
ple, viz: the Jews. But this na- 
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tion, by whom he was expected, 
and most anxiously desired, never- 
theless refused to receive him as 
the author of salvation. 
( To be continued. ) 
= 

SKETCHES OF LIVING CHARAC- 

TERS.—No. 111. 

We are always struck with the 
winning force of humble simplici- 
ty, and yet frequently called to re- 
gret the want of it, in those to 
whose office nothing is more unde- 
niably necessary. A character of 
such true loveliness and christian 
excellence has recently become 
known to us, that we cannot refrain 
from presenting our views of it, 
however imperfect they may prove 
to be. We know that those who 
are led by the Spirit are the sons 
of God, and that with them old 
things have passed away; but there 
remain for a long time’ distinct 
traces of the peculiarities of the 
natural man: nor are we prepared 
to affirm, that even in glory, all di- 
versity of character will cease, and 
one unbroken uniformity mark all 
the spirits of the just. We are 
rather inclined to the opinion, that 
a sweet variety will reign among 
ithe children of light in Heaven, 
somewhat as it does among the 
children of grace on earth. But 
there, all will be alike in freedom 
from every sin—in the absence of 
every sorrow; here, all must like- 
wise resemble each other by a con- 
flict with sin, the world, and death. 
Some Christians are distinguished 
for one excellence, some for ano- 
ther; and these distinctions seem 
often to have their foundation in 
the natural man. One individual, 
before his conversion, seems on 
the very verge of crucifying his 
carnal affections and lusts; another, 
of bringing his temper under the 
control of reason; and a third is 
apparently as meek, and gentle, 
and humble, as grace can make 
him. Our episode is ended. 
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The kind-hearted child of sen- 
sibility, genius, and piety, whose 
character we shall attempt to hold 
up to view, was formed in nature’s 
finest mould. His heart suscepti- 
ble to the best infuences—his 
temper amiable and affectionate— 
his purposes comparatively pure, 
and his conduct noble and upright, 
seemed (humanly speaking) to 
leave but little for grace to do.— 
Should we, however, consult the 
individual himself,.who is the sub- 
ject of this sketch, he would la- 
bour for language strong enough 
to express his sense of his own 
sinfulness, and of the riches of 
that grace which found him a lost, 
blinded wanderer from God, pla- 
ced his feet upon the rock, and es- 
tablished his goings. And now he 
| feels himself the least of all saints, 
and the weakest and the most un- 
worthy of the followers, and espe 
| cially of the ministers of Christ.— 
| With a character against which 
_even Satan can hardly dare to bring 
| an accusation—with a mind of the 
first order, and witha piety glow- 
|ing and elevated, he exercises the 
| Most simple and entire dependence 
| upon God, and scarcely dares to 
hope that he is in the divine em- 
| ploy, and the agent of furthering 
| the gracious purposes of Heaven’s 
| benevolence among men. We 
i have seen him bowed down, like 
|Issachar, between two burdens; 
| his weakness, and his responsibili- 
ty. But God sustains him. He 
leans upon an omnipotent arm.— 
He fastens his eagle eye upon the 
sun, and his whole body is filled 
with light. 

We have been told that God ge- 
nerally encloses his most precious 
jewels in the frailest casements.— 
In the individual before us, this is 
strikingly exemplified. The breath 
of summer may not visit him too 
roughly. He bends before the 
gentlest breeze, like the flower of 
spring. But his “magnanimity” of 
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soul seems almost to spurn the 
use ofa body. We feel in his 
presence that it is a spirit, an im- 
mortal, lofty mind, that is before 
us, and the deathless inhabitant 
appears just ready to ascend from 
the ruins of its dissolving tene- 
ment. But there is much muscu- 
lar strength with this apparent 
weakness; and we hope, length of 
days is recorded for our friend in 
the book of God’s Providence. 
The leading features of the in- 
tellectual character, we shall ven- 
ture to present in the manner fol- 
lowing: Perception quick, clear, 
distinct; taste formed from a few 
of the best models, ancient and 
modern, remarkable for its undevi- 
ating correctness and chastity; 
sensibility of the finest tone; judg 
ment of rare strength and discrim- 
ination, are in our opinion among 
the prominent traits of this elevat- 
ed and useful man. But no araly- 
sis of the powers of his mind can 
give any idea of the deep, search- 
ing, pungent, pathetic style of his 
preaching. We will not call him 
an orator; for there is nothing ora- 
torical or rhetorical about him.— 
He is above art. He spurns the 
pitiable stratagems and tricks of 
the empty, thundering declaimer. 
He deeply feels the truths with 
which he wishes others to be im- 
pressed; and with the simple, art- 
less, ardent earnestness of a child, 
he utters and enforces them. He 
only wishes to communicate to 
other minds the convictions of his 
own—to kindle in other bosoms 
the feelings with which he is ani- 
mated and inspired. At his en- 
trance upon the high duty of un- 
folding the Scriptures, and expos- 
tulating with sinners on the error 
and danger of their’ways; so diffi- 
dent is he with regard to his own 
powers—so intensely alive to the 
awful nature of his work, that eve- 
ry look and gesture seem to say, 
“O Lord, who is sufficient for these 








things?” But as he advances, the 
embarrassment gradually fades a- 
way: weak, and trembling, and 
afraid, as he was at the beginning, 
he soon gathers courage, strength, 
and intrepidity. He fearlessly 
pronounces the tremendous threat- 
enings of the law, probes with a 
bold hand the sinner’s heart, and 
utters his whole message with the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and with 
much assurance. His judgment 
and good sense, combined with 
his tender sensibility, give him 
great power over the minds and 
feelings of his auditors, and enable 
him to find his way to the inmost 
bosom, even of the most cold and 
hardened. 

In manners simple, unostenta- 
tious, and winning—in conversa- 
tion pure, discreet, open, and sin- 
cere—in labours abounding, disine« 
terested, and zealous; he is an ace 
quisition to our Zion inestimably 
valuable. Go to, ye that say, put 
us in the priest’s office, that we 
may get a piece of bread. Fly far, 
ye profane,” who invade the sacred 
office with purposes sordid, and 
sensual, and worldly. The minis- 
try of the gospel of the grace of 
God, is not a theatre on which we 
are merely to display the graces 
of a finished eiocution, the acqui- 
sitions of extensive learning, or the 
fascinating splendours of native 
talent. Here all is holy ground. 
The interests—high as Heaven, 
and lasting as eternity—of the 
souls of his people, are committed 
to the care of the Christian pas- 
tor. Shall the minister preach 
himself, when his hearers are perish. 
ing foraknowledge of Christ; for an 
interest in his great salvation? 
We think of the young, ardent, and 
successful champion of the cross, 
whose example we would do all in 
our power to present to the mind 
of every labourer in the Lord’s 
vineyard; and we feel ourselves al- 
most unable to endure the concep- 
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tion of a faithless, earthly-minded 
minister. The former shines like 
the sun, travelling in the greatness 
of his strength, imparting life and 
animation, and moral beauty—the 
latter like some baleful, porten- 
tous comet, scattering firebrands, 
arrows, and death. We see the 
one superior to the attractions of 
worldly aggrandizement and fame; 
and the other mainly solicitous a- 
bout what he shall eat, and what 
he shall drink, and wherewithal he 
shall be clothed. We find the one 
bending over the couch of the sick 
and the dying, and pointing the 
way to a brighter world—the other 
amid the thoughtless multitude, 
contributing to their amusement, 
and participating in their gaiety— 
at the convivial board, forgetting 
and dishonouring the Creator, in 
undue devotion to his creatures. 
Loxias. 


SUBLIMITY OF THE SCRIPTURES: 


A distinguished heathen was 
once engaged in a _ controversy 
with a clergyman, (a native of 
America,) who declared that no 
writer, ancient or modern, rivalled 
Homer in the sublimity of his con- 
ceptions. To prove his assertion, 
he cited the following passage: 
‘Jove frowns and darkens more than 

half the skies.” 
There! cried he, what passage will 
you find equal to this? A frown 
from my heathen Omnipotent over- 
shadows half the skies with dark- 
ness. 

The Clergyman did not rumi- 
nate long for an answer. He op- 
posed him by the following quota- 
tion from the 20th chapter of Re- 
velation, verse 11: 

“And I saw a great white throne, and 
Him that sat on it, from whose face the 


earth and heavens fled away, and there 
was found no place for them.” 


Your fabled God, he remarked, 
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a ferment by the distortion of his 
visage. At the bare appearance 
of the Christian Deity, creation 
trembles, and seeks annihilation 
for shelter. 

It is honourable to the charac- 
ter of the heathen admirer, that he 
not only had taste and judgment 
enough to relish the superior 
splendour of Revelation, but like- 
wise the magnanimity to confess 
it. 


Por the Repertory. 


Hesrews, iv. chap. lv. “Let us there- 
fore fear, lest a promise being left us 
of entering into his rest, any of you 
should seem to come short of it.” 


Traveller, art thou weak and weary# 
Dost thou faint upon the way? 

On this desart wild and dreary, 
Canst thou be content to stay? 

Pressed beneath a load of sorrow, 
I must linger on the plain, 

’Til returning strength, to-morrow, 
Send me on my way again. 


Tempted Pilgrim, while reposing, 
How canst thou escape from sin? 

See, the heavenly gates are closing, 
Haste for life to enter in! 

Cast thy every weight behind thee, 
And tho’ thou art wounded sore, 

Pressing onward, let Him find thee, 
Who canst all thy strength restore, 


Doubts and fears alternate swelling, 
Fill my breast with dark despair; 
Oh! so distant is His dwelling, 
I can never enter there. 


How the cruel tempter moves thee, 
To reject his proffered hand; 
Stranger, wake! thy Saviour loves thee; 
Wake—arise—possess the land. ; 


Spreads the desert wide before thee? 
Is thy cruise of water dry? 
Present help is hovering o’er thee; 
Ask, and thou shalt have supply. 
It comes! it comes! my bosom burning, 
Pants to reach the promised rest; 
Doors on golden hinges turning, 





could only put half the heavens in 


Show the mansions of the blest. 
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DEVOTIONAL POETRY. 


An extract from Montgomery’s In- 
troductory Essay to the Christian 
Psalmist. 

Let us give an example from 
each of three favourite poets of 
the last generation, who, had they 
consecrated their talents to the 
service of the sanctuary, would 
have been of ail others the most 
likely to have originated hymns, 
uniting the charms of poesy with 
the beauties of holiness: 


“See the wretch, that long has tost 
On the thorny bed of pain, 
At length repair his vigour lost, 
And breathe and walk again; 
The meanest floweret of the vale, 
The simplest note that swells the gale, 
The common sun, the air, the skies, 
To him are opening paradise.” 
Gray’s Fragment on Vicissitude. 


It cannot be questioned that this 
is genuine poetry; and the beauti- 
ful, but not obvious thought in the 
last couplet, elevates it far above 
all common place. Yet there is 
nothing in the style, nor the cast 
of sentiment, which might not be 
employed with corresponding ef- 
fect on a sacred theme, and in the 
texture of a hymn. Indeed, the 
form of the stanza, and the tone 
that tells of personal experience in 
the fact which the writer men- 





tions, remind one strongly of the | 
vivid feeling and fluent versifica- | 
tion of Charles Wesley in some of | 
his happiest moods; while the con- 
cluding idea is precisely the same 
with that of Dr. Watts, in a hymn 
which would not have discredited 
Gray himself:— 


“The opening heavens around me shine, 
With beams of sacred bliss, 

When Jesus shows his mercy mine, 
And whispers, ‘I am his.’ ” 





The following stanzas are al-| 
most unrivalled in the combina- | 
tion of poetry with painting, pa-| 
thos with fancy, grandeur with | 
simplicity, and romance with re- | 
ality:— 

Vor. VIIL......No 1}.—-68 


owe 


. 





“How sleep the brave, who sink to rest 
By all their country’s wishes blest! 
When spring, with dewy fingers cold, 
Returns to deck their hallowed mould, 
She there shall dress a sweeter sod, 
Than fancy’s feet have ever trod. 


By fairy hands that knell is rung, 

By forms unseen their dirge is sung; 

There Honour comes, a pilgrim gray, 

To bless the turf that wraps their clay, 

And Freedom shall a while repair 

To dwell a weeping hermit there.” 
Collins, 1746. 


The unfortunate author of these 
inimitable lines, a little while be- 
fore his death,—in a lucid interval 
of that madness to which “a 
wounded spirit” had driven him— 
was found by a visiter, with a Bi- 
ble in his hand. “You see,” said 
the poor sutierer, “I have only one 
book left; but itis the best.” Oh! 
had he found that one, that best 
book, earlier, and learned to derive 
from it those comforts which it 
was sent from Heaven to convey 
to the afflicted, could not he have 
sung the “death of the righteous,” 
in numbers as sweet, as tender and 
sublime, as these on the “death of 
the brave??? Christian views and 
scriptural images, might here have 
been quite as harmoniously blend- 
ed with human regrets and blessed 
remembrances. 

But we proceed to exhibit a 
third specimen of an English lyric, 
very different from either of the 
former: 


“The wretch condemn’d with life to 
part, 

Still, still on hope relies; 

And every pang that rends his heart, 
Bids expectation rise. 

Hope, like the glimmering taper’s light, 
Adorns and cheers the way; 

And still, as darker grows the night, 
Emits a brighter ray.” 


Is this poetry? - Every reader 
feels that itis. Yet, if the same 
ideas were to be given in prose, 
they could not well be more hum- 
bly arrayed. Nothing can be more 
simple, nothing more exquisite; 
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and hymns, in the same pure and 
natural manner, might be adapted 
to every subject in alliance with 
religion. But by whom? Not by 
one who had only the delicate ear, 
the choice expression, the melodi- 
ous measures, and the fine concep- 
tiens of Goldsmith; but him who, 
to all these, should add the piety of 
Watts, the ardour of Wesley, and 
the tenderness of Doddridge. Had 
Goldsmith possessed those latter 
qualifications, (and they were all 
within his reach,) would he not 
have left hymns as captivating in 
their degree, as any oi those few, 
but inestimable productions, which 
have rendered him the most de- 
lightful of our poets, to the great- 
est number of readers? 

It may be superciliously answer- 
ed, that all this is mere specula- 
tion; and it may be reasonably de- 
manded that some examples of 
hymns of merit should be adduced, 
to establish beyond dispute the 
possible union of poetry with de- 
votion. This shall be done in the 
sequel: at present, we will only 
offer a small extract from one of 
the best known hymns of the only 
great poet of our country who has 
written such things; and we offer 
it as worthy of being classed with 
the foregoing quotations from 
Gray, Collins, and Goldsmith; and 
as showing that a heart, filled with 
the peace of God, has language 
suitable to its enjoyments, and ca- 
pable of communicating a sense of 
them to every other heart not dead 
to sympathy:— 

“The calm retreat, the silent shade, 

With prayer and praise agree, 

And seem by thy sweet bounty made 

For those that follow Thee. 

There, if thy Spirit touch the soul, 

And grace her mean abode, 

Oh, with what peace, and joy, and love, 

She communes with her God! 

There, like the nightingale, she pours 

Her solitary lays; 

Nor asks a witness to her song, 

Nor sighs for human praise.” 











Now, if this be not poetry, the 
one-and-twenty enormous and un- 


{readable volumes of Chalmer’s 


English Poets, containing some 
four or five millions of lines, must 
be burnt down to the size of “The 
Christian Psalmist,’’ before they 
will yield a residuum of finer 
standard. Yet will a profane world 
never be “smit with the love of 
sacred song.”? The language of 
devotion, whether in prose or 
rhymes, cannot be relished, because 
it is not understood by any but 
those who have experienced the 
power of the Gospel, as bringing 
salvation to them that believe; for 
the same reason that the Bible it- 
self is neither acceptable nor intel- 
ligible to those who are not taught 
by the spirit of God. To such, 
though “I spoke with the tongues 
of men and of angels’ about di- 
vine things, “I am as a sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” To 
those, on the other hand, who have 
“tasted the good word of God, and 


|felt the powers of the world to 


come,” it will be easy to compre- 


-hend, that poetry and piety may 


be as surely united on earth, as 
they are in Heaven before the 


throne, in the songs of angels and 
the spirits of just men made per- 


fect. 
SPANISH PIETY. 

In Spain, plays are performed 
for the benefit of the virgins and 
saints, and balls are given for the 
deliverance of souls from purgato- 
ry. Onan occasion of the above 
kind, a play-bill was exhibited, 
couched in the following terms:— 
“To the Empress of Heaven, mo- 
ther of the eternal world, the lead- 
ing star of all Spain, the consola- 
tion, faithful sentinel, and bulwark 
of all Spaniards, the most holy 
Mary. For her benefit, and for the 
increase of her worship, the come- 
dians of Seville will perform a ve- 
ry pleasant comedy, entitled El 
Legatorio.” 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


BHitevary and Philosophical Xntelligence. 


Dr. Strachan, Archdeacon of York, 
(U. C.) has published the summary of 
the report of a Committee of the House 
of Commons on Emigration, showing the 
advantages of transferring a portion of 
the redundant population of England to 
the Canadas. 


It is said that Sir Walter Scott will re- 
ceive a large pecuniary augmentation 
from his publisher, in consequence of the 
“Life of Napolean” extending to eight 
volumes. It is doubted whether the 
work will be published in less than three 
months from the present time. 


“A Sequel to the Diversions of Purley, 
containing an essay on English Verbs” 
&c. by John Barclay, is announced as be- 
ing in the English press, 


The third volume of Dugald Stewart’s 
Elements of the Philosophy of the Hu- 
man Mind, isin the British press. It may 
be expected in the course of a few 
months. 


The Rev. Thomas Hartwell Horne, A. 
M., has published a compendious analy- 
sis in duodecimo, of his “Introduction to 
the Critical Study and Knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures.” 


Mr. Williams, of Shrewsbury, is pre- 
paring a Memoir of Matthew Henry, the 
Expositor of the Bible. 


Mr. Eugene Cummiskey, of Philadel- 
phia, has undertaken an American edi- 
tion of the History of England, by Dr. 
John Lingard, author of the Antiquities 


of the Saxon Church. Several of the 
master-critics of the day have given cau- 
tions to Protestant readers, (which we 
take this opportunity of repeating,) a- 
gainst the mischievous tendencies of this 
work. The author is a Catholic divine 
of acknowledged erudition, and research, 
but has unfortunately adopted the plan 
of Hume ‘and Gibbun, in employing his- 
torical narration, as a vehicle to insinu- 
ate misrepresentations, ‘which are not 
the less dangerous for being plausible. 
{t is nothing else, in short, than the old 
controversy in disguise.— Chris. Watch. 


Mr. S. G. Goodrich, of Boston, has in 
press, the Works of Hannah Moore, com- 








plete in 2 vols. 8vo.; which will soon 
make their appearance, witha portrait, 
and Sketch of her Life, by an eminent 
American authoress.— Jd. 

The same active publisher is about to 
gratify the public with a volume to be 
entitled “Specimens of American Poe- 
try,”’ with Critical and Biographical No- 
tices. Also with a volume of “Uncon- 
nected Poetry,” by the author of “Moral 
Pieces.” 


A volume of “Commentaries on Ameri- 
can Law’ has recently been published 
in New York, composed of Lectures de- 
livered by Chancellor Kent, as Professor 
of Law in Columbia College. The first 
part is devoted to the Laws of Nations, 
—the second to the Government, and 
Constitutional Jurisprudence of the Unit- 
ed States. In serene dignity and tran- 
quil power, they are said to make very 
near approaches to the Commentaries 
of Sir William Blackstone, 

Blessings on their names, 

Who can translate the stubbornness of 
Law 

Into so quiet and so sweet a style.— Jd. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

The Gospel the Wisdom of God. A 
Sermon preached at Salem, Feb. 14, 
1827, at the ordination of the Rev. John 
P. Cleaveland. By William B. Sprague. 


The Influence of Truth. A Sermon 
delivered in Newburyport, March 20, 
1827, at the Dedication of the New 
Brick Church, in Titiomb street. By 
L. F. Dimmic. Newburyport: C, 
Whipple. 


Inspiration of the Scriptures: A Ser- 
mon delivered at the ordination of the 
Rev. Messrs. Scales and Crosby. By 
Rev. Justin Edwards, of Andover. Bost. 


Means of Regeneration: A Discourse, 
by the Rev. Gardiner Spring, D. D. of 
New York. John P. Haven. 

National Preacher, Vol. I. No. II. Ser- 
mon XV. By Leonard Woods, D. D.; 
on the Duties of the Rich. 


Analysis of the Principles of Rhetori- 
cal Delivery, as applied in Reading and 


Speaking. By Ebenezer Porter, D: D: 
Andover. 
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America; ot a General Survey of the 
Political Situation of the several Powers 
of the Western Continent: with Conjec- 
tures on their Future Prospects. By A. 
H. Everett, Esq. pp. 364, 8vo. Cary 
and Lea, Philadelphia. 


“The Jewish Intelligencer.”—The Rev. 
Joseph Samuel CF Frey has issued pro- 
posals for publishing by subscription a 
monthly publication under this title, 
(each number containing 32 pages 8vo.) 
to embrace, 1. A series of Letters in 
two parts, viz: on the Messiahship of 
Jesus of Nazareth, and on his Divinity. 
2. A collection of Jewish Antiquities 
stated, and their typical design exhibit- 
ed. 3. Modern Judaism contrasted with 
the Keligion of the ancient Jews. 4. 
The origin and progress of Christian be- 
nevolent exertions in behalf of the Jews, 
since 1728. 5. Monthly Intelligence re- 
specting the Jews 6. Narratives of 
Converted Jews. 7. Miscellancous sub- 
jects respecting the Jews. Price $2 per 
annum, in advance. Most of the materi- 
als for the work are already prepared. 

[M. ¥- Observer. 


“Juvenile Psalmody.”—A small work 
has been published under this title, by 
Mr. Thomas Hastings, Editor of Musica 
Sacra, &c &e at the request of the Wes- 
tern Sunday School Union. ‘The design 


of it is, “to furnish Sunday Schools, and | 


children and youth generally, with a 
concise system of Psalmody, so simplified 
in its character as to be easily reduced 
to practice, on the monitorial plan.” It 
embraces an outline of rudiments, ten 
tunes, and forty hymns. So far as we 
are able to judge, the whole is judicious- 
ly drawn up, and well adapted to the 
purpo.es for which it was intended. The 
tunesare, Old Hundred, Tallis’ Evening 
Hymn, Arundel, Dunchirch, Remem- 
brance, Mear, Watchman, Herbert, 
Georgetown, and St. Michaels.—/ Jd. 


Works of Brown.—An uniform edi- 


tion of the Works of Charles Brockden | 


NEW PUBLICATIONS, &c. 
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The Rhode Island Historical Seciety 
have put to press the following rare 
works, by Roger Williams, the founder of 
Religious Freedom: ‘A Key into the 
Language of America, or an Help to 
the Language of the natives in that part 
of America called New England. To- 
gether with brief observations of the 
Customs, Manners, and Worship, &c. of 
the aforesaid Natives in Peace and War, 
in Life and Death. On all which are 
added Spiritual Observations.” 


Mount Pleasant School.—We learn 
that Mr. John Casmir Rostan, late Pre- 
sident of the Academy of Science and 
Literature of Marseilles, and French 
Consul General at Havana, has accepted 
an invitation to the Professorship of He- 
brew and the Modern Languages in the 
Mount Pleasant Classical Institution at 
Amherst, Massachusetts, and will enter 
upon his duties at its commencement on 
the first of June next. His family, who, 
like himself, speak the various languages 
of the Continent, will reside in the Insti- 
tution.—[WV VY. Observer. 


Boston Atheneum —The North Ame- 











Brown, with his biography, are shortly | 
to be issued from the press in Boston — | 


This author, long neglected, is at this | 


late period receiving the meed of admi- | 


ration, to which his merit in a sombre 
cast of fictitious writings has entitled 
him. 


ted.—! Mat, Int. 


In England, his works have been | 
appreciated, and their beautics admit- | 


' rican Review states, that the number of 
i volumes now at this institution, with 
| those daily expected, is about 23,000; 
'and the number of ancient and modern 
| medals and coins 13,437, many of which 
are very rare and valuable. «he pre- 
sent property of the Atheneum, in books, 
buildings, &c. exceeds $100,000. The 
building cost over $13,00u, 


The Rev. Joseph Torrey, of Royalton, 
has been elected to the Professorship of 
Languages and Belles Letters, in the 
University of Vermont. A system of re- 


| form in the instruction and discipline of 
! 


}| the University has been made out, and is 


before the Trustees for consideration. 

Richard Randall, M.D. has been ap- 
pointed Professor of Chemistry, in the 
| Medical Department of Columbian Col- 
lege, in place of Edward Cutbush, M. D. 
resigned, 


Geographical Notice.—Mr. Campbell 
has discovered on the West side of Afri- 
ca, 60 miles N. E. of Laeteku, a people, 
(the Marutses) composed of 16,000 indi- 
viduals. These men inhabit a high 
mountain; they have walls of stone, and 
flocks, and melt their iron and copper; 
their language is that of the inhabitants 
of Laeteku. 





| 








PALESTINE MISSION. 


Neligious Xntelligence. 


[From the Missionary Herald.] 
PALESTINE MISSION. 
Extracts from the Journal of Mr. 
Bird. 

In justice to Mr. Bird, it should 
be stated, that the following ex- 
tracts from his journal, are only the 
residue of that from which were 
compiled the biographical notices 
of Asaad Shidiak, a part of which 
make their appearance in this num- 
ber. 

Death of the Popfie’s Vicar. 

August 10, 1825. Monseignior 
bishop Gondolfi, (the pope’s vicar 
for Syria,) having been very ill 
for some weeks, to-day we are in- 
formed of his death at his resi- 
dence in Antoora. For his social 


and hospitable qualities, this pre- 
late seems to be well spoken of by 
all travellers, who have made it in 
their way to visit him. 


On our 
first arrival at Beyroot, we chanced 
to meet him, and obtain his ac- 
quaintance. He appeared per- 
fectly tired of his situation, and 
anxious to return to Italy. “This 
land,”’ he said, “had been termed 
‘the Holy Land,’ but it was the 
Jand of Satan, a land of everlasting 
hatred and contention.’”> He once 
remarked, that he had lived here 
more than forty years, and had not 
found among the people so much 
as one man of strict integrity. Af- 
ter having made a number of un- 
successful applications for permis- 
sion to return, he had at length ob- 
tained this object of his desire.— 
One of his brothers had arrived to 
attend him home; his passage was 
engaged in a vessel in this port, 
and he was in full.and animated ex- 
pectation of seeing Europe once 
more; when death arrested him. 
He cbeyed the summons, we are 
told, with extreme reluctance. 
Seft. 13. A young Maronite 








came to beg a copy of the Bible. 
He said, that a considerable num- 
ber of the inhabitants of his sect 
in Beyroot, were dissatisfied with 
the patriarch, and were on the 
point of leaving him. The truth 
seems to be, that one of the priests 
of the city, and a favourite of the 
patriarch, has rendered himself 
odious to the people, and they are 
drawing up an accusation against 
him, to be sent to Rome, complain- 
ing, among other things, that he 
never preached the Gospel. 


Interview with two Emirs. 


The following description is in 
substance contained in Mr. King’s 
journal, p. 69; but there is circum- 
stantial variety enough to render 
its insertion proper. 

23. Asaad and his brother Tan- 
noos, (Anthony,) the latter being 
also in our employ, accompanied 
us on a general visit to their fami- 
ly in Hadet. Three of us took 
this opportunity to call on the 
emirs, Phares and Sulman, whose 
houses were close athand. These 
emirs are relatives of the reigning 
prince, and during the late revolt 
under the shekh Beshir, were of 
the rebellious party. At the close 
of the quarrel, they fell into the 
hands of the emir Beshir, who, to 
put an end to their rebellions, 
thought to deprive them at once of 
sight and of speech. ‘To do this, 
a red hot iron was first thrust into 
the pupil of each eye, and next the 
tongue was drawn out by means of 
a hook, and cut off with a pair of 
scissors. With regard to the 
sight, the work was done effectual- 
ly; but as to speech, we were sur- 
prised to hear them converse still, 
with a good degree of distinctness. 

The emir Phares is a Maronite 
Christian, but was sufficiently free 
from bigotry to converse with much 
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candour and good nature, on the 
points of difference between us and 
him. Sulman, his brother, though 
born a Christian, changed his reli- 
zion, and became a Mahomedan, 
because he could not worship 
saints and images, the bread and 
wine of the Lord’s Supper, &c.— 
Since there was so much mystery 
and division of sentiment about 
‘our Lord Jesus,” he thought it 
would be better to give him a name 
in which all Mussulmans and 
Christians could unite, and call 
him simply “a prophet.” He 
thought our Saviour’s expression, 
“This is my body,” “This is my 
blood,” and many others, were un- 
necessarily. obscure. Would it 
not have been better to have said, 
“This represents my body?” &c. 
We gave him such of our thoughts 
as we supposed might be useful, 
and he listened with attention. 

25. Mr. Fisk preached a very 
solemn and affecting sermon from 
the words, “Now then we are am- 
bassadors for Christ,” &c.* 


Mr. King’s Departure. 


26. Mr. King took his final 
leave of us atevening. Mr. Fisk 
and myself accompanied him on 
board; and though circumstances 
did not permit us to kneel togeth 
er before the throne of grace, Mr. 
Hisk, particularly, suggested a 
umber oi very serious and profit- 
able thoughts. Our mission will 
teel this bereavement, but we yield 
io the providences that seem to 
direct our brother back to his na- 
‘ive country, and we follow him 
with our prayers, for his prosperi- 
iy and usefulness. Whether he 
will ever reach the land of his fa- 
thers, and the church feel the bene- 
fit of his labours there, is left for 
time to reveal; but we risk no- 
thing, we think, in asserting, that 


‘This proved to be the last English 
sermon he ever preached. 





Palestine is the better for his hay- 
ing visited it. 


Mr. King’s Farewell Letter. 


Oct. 3. Shidiak returned from a 
visit to Hadet. During his visit, 
he had had much conversation 
with the emir Phares, and others, 
on the subject of Mr. King’s Fare- 
well Letter. The emir had been 
contemplating an answer to it; 
“but,” said he, “these quotations 
from the Gospel puzzle me. I don’t 
know what the Gospel says. Per- 
haps he has truth on his side.— 
Pray can you procure me a Bible? 
and what will the bishop say? will 
he not excommunicate me?” He 
finally concluded to receive a Bi- 
ble. So we, to-day, sent him one, 
and hope he will set about a criti- 
cal examination of it. Two objects 
are accomplished by sending a Bi- 
ble to a blind man: one is, the be- 
nefit of himself—the other, that of 
him whom he sets to read it. 


Dr. Dalton. 


February 6, 1826. News came 
from our friend, Mr. Nicolayson, 
that Dr. Dalton, our beloved physi- 
cian, and pious fellow-labourer, is 
no more. Together with the let- 
terof Mr. N. we also received let- 
ters of friendly condolence from 
Papas Issa, Papas Cesar, and the 
two chief Greek bishops, Daniel 
and Michael. Thus we are again 
left without a confidential physi- 
cian in alltheland. We earnestly 
hope the Board will be able to send 
usone. Dr. Dalton, as a physi- 
cian, was in a fair way to add im- 
mense influence to the cause of re- 
ligion in the country, certainly 
much more than if he had been 
simply a preacher. 

20. An Arab of our acquaint- 
ance, of the Greek rite, paid us a 
short visit. Some seventy years 
ago, and subsequently, he said, 
great efforts were made by the 





| Maronites to proselyte his sect to 
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that of the popish Greeks. His 


uncles yielded to the temptations 
held out to them by the emir, and 
others; but as to himself, though 
he was offered a number of purses, 
with a good horse, he replied, that 
he would surrender his life before 
he would change his religion. 


A Mourning Scene. 


21. The proprietor of my house 
died suddenly in the night. The 
sons, early, seated themselves with 


others of the male relatives along | 


the wall of the garden, near the 
house, while their numerous ac- 
quaintances, one after another, 


came to mourn with them, and | 


comfort them; and when they had 
saluted them, each one took his 
seat with them, in silence, on the 
round. 

No one at all conversant with 
his Bible, could have witnessed 


this scene, but the case of Job and | 


his three friends would have oc- 
curred familiarly to his recollec- 
tion. 

The women, as they came, en- 
tered the house by themselves to 
condole with the widow and the 
daughters. Some of them sat 
weeping, others chanting extem- 
poraneous praises to the dead, and 
at intervals all seemed to unite in 
a general loud shriek of lamenta- 
tion. 

When the coffin arrived for the 
body, it was put down before the 
door without, and a choir of twen- 
ty priests encircling it, chanted, in 
a low voice, a Syriac service.— 
This ceremony finished, the coffin 
was carried into the house, amid 
the shrieks and wailings of the wo- 
men within, and a burst of loud 
Weeping without, nephews and 

“sons giving unrestrained vent to 
their grief, and calling out, in the 
most piteous manner, “my uncle, 
my uncle; my father, my father.” 

The body was immediately 

brought out, and borne rapidly 
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away on the shoulders of men.— 
The women following it to the 
edge of the garden, stood waving 
their handkerchiefs with lamenta- 
tion, and weeping, and_ great 
mourning, until it was out of sight, 
when they smote their breasts and 
retired. 

This sort of mourning contin- 
ued three days. We were rather 
disgusted than otherwige by all 
this excessive manifestation of 
grief, and were ready to call it 
heathenish, rather than pious, until 
we recollected that Israel mourned 
for Joseph many days, rending his 
clothes, and putting on sackcloth; 
and that Joseph made a mourning 
of seven days for his father, and 
“they mourned with a great and 
very sore lamentation,’’ so that the 
inhabitants of the land, when they 
saw it, said, “This is a grievous 
mourning to the Egyptians.” Af- 
ter the death of Josiah, “all the 
singing men and singing women 
spoke of him in their lamenta- 
tions.”” At the death of Absalom, 
‘David covered his face, and cried 
with a loud voice, O my son Ab- 
salom, O Absalom my son! my 
son!” 

March 16. <A letter came from 
the Syrian bishop, at Der Sharfi, 
addressed to our cook, who is a 
Syrian papist, saying, that he had 
reasons for wishing to see him.— 
“I command you,” he says, “with 
all my authority, to come to me, 
I give you permission to delay not 
longer than two days, and take 
care how you put any false con- 
struction on my words.” There 
was such an assumption of power 
in this letter, over part of my 
household, that I could not ac- 
knowledge it. I therefore told the 
cook, that he was attempting to 
serve too many masters, and that 
if he thought himself obliged to 
yield to such orders as the present, 
whenever they might come, he 
had better Jeave me altogether, 
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which he did. It is pretty certain 
that the bishop himself forbade 
him to return to me. 

Mr. Bird describes the attack 
of the Greeks upon Beyroot, in 
March of the last year, with the 
consequent events. These occur- 
rences having been previously 
communicated by Mr. Goodell, 
and published in the last volume, 
pp. 354-859, a repetition is here 
avoided. An instance of kindness 
in a young emir, should not, howe- 
ver, be overlooked. 

In the evening, a young emir, 
with whom I had had some pre- 
vious acquaintance, called, with a 
friend and servant, on a private 
visit. He spoke of the reluctance 
they felt in uniting with Moslems 
in war against Christians; spoke of 
my exposed state on the middle 
ground between the two camps; 
offered me a guard of a few sol- 
diers, which I gladly accepted; 
conversed on my object in coming 
to this country; examined a few 
of my books, &c.; and took his 
leave, wishing no one to know that 
he had been here. Were it known, 
it would give offence to the emir 
Beshir. 

Instances of Oppression. 


April 7. The Kah-ya Bey, with 
his guard, to-day visited our neigh- 
bourhood, registering all the hou- 
ses and gardens, that he may here- 
after rent them for the benefit of 
the pasha. 


fled, not merely to avoid the pil- 
laging of private robbers, but chief- 
ly the exactions of the pasha. The 
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The great majority of | 
the inhabitants of the suburbs have | 





latter is, therefore, taking this me- 
thod to ensure their portion of the 
contributions. They are fortunate 


in having escaped the imprison- 
ment and beating, to which their 
brethren of the city have been sub- 
ject; but perhaps their sacrifice of 
property every way will be great- 





er. 





TUNE, 


Itis said that the Christians of 
the city are determined universally 
to leave the town, where their com- 
forts, property, and lives are so in- 
secure, and take up their residence 
among the Christian population of 
the mountains. We wait with 
some anxiety to see what influence 
these events will have on the fu- 
ture interests of this missionary 
station. 

The Ramadan, or great annual 
fast of the Mohamedans, was ush- 
ered in this evening by the firing 
of canon, as usual. 

8. For a number of days, we 
have been visited by immense 
swarms of locusts. They are not 
the locust, but the grasshopper of 
America. To-day they have been 
flying in such numbers, and so ge- 
nerally in the same direction, that 
we have been forcibly reminded of 
the driving snow-storms we used 
to see. 


Conversation with a Mussulman. 


12. The young Moslem, for- 
merly in the service of Dr. Dalton, 
and in ours for a few weeks past, 
being about to leave us, I took him 
into a room by ourselves, and en- 
deavoured to impress him with a 
sense of the importance of real re- 
ligion. I explained to him the 
way of salvation, as taught by our 
holy books; and as he had spoken 
with admiration of the character 
of Dr. Dalton and Mr. Fisk, I re- 
marked to him, that all that excel- 
lence of character which he had 
observed in them, had been produ- 
ced in a great measure by the sa- 
cred books, of which I had been 
speaking. He had said, that these 
two men must have gone to Hea- 
ven. I therefore took occasion to 
assure him, that whatever hope 
they had of being saved, was 
founded entirely on the atonement 
made for sin by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. I acknowledged what I 





could safely do in favour of Ma- 
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homet; that when he saw the de- 
generacy of the Christians of his 
day, and the follies and wickedness 
of the Jews and pagans, he might 
have felt the importance of a re- 
formation in religion, and might 
have intended to benefit the world 
by what he did. But whether he 
was from God, we Christians must 
of course beg leave to doubt. God 
would judge between Christ and 
Mahomet at the last day. I con- 
cluded by exhorting him not to 
suffer the subject of religion and 
his own salvation to be unthought 
of, as other men of all sects did in 
this land; but that if he thought 
his soul worth more than the world, 
he would inquire, pray, and labour 
for its salvation in proportion to 
its value. He listened throughout 
with seriousness, and seemed fa- 
vourably affected. 


Hopeful indications in a Syrian Pa- 
jist. 


Fat-halla, a youth of some pro- 
mise, left us for Aleppo. He was 
formerly an inhabitant, perhaps a 
native, of Aleppo; and, on his way 
from Alexandria, where he had 
been in some employment, he was 
taken by the Greeks, and robbed 
of what little property he possess- 
ed. As he understood a little 
Italian, the captors intended to 
keep him with them for an inter- 
preter; but he escaped, and arriv- 
ed in Sidon after some time, where 
the English agent, Jacob Abcarios, 
befriended him, and sent him hi- 
ther. With us he studied Italian, 
and taught a little Arabic. The 
reading of the Scriptures, and va- 
rious conversations we had with 
him, appear to have produced on 
him a good effect. He is of the 
denomination of Syrian papists, of 
whom the celebrated Peter Jarve 
(pronounced Jar-we) is patriarch. 
His faith in his church is shaken; 
but he says he must make further 
inquiry of his own priests. He is 

Vor. VIII......No 11.—69 


PALESTINE MISSION. 





525 


gone directly to the bishop at the 
convent of Sharfi, who, he says. is 
a relative of his;—the same who 
lately sent a bull for my cook, and 
required him to quit my service. 

The particular occasion of his 
leaving us was,aremarkabledream, 
a great part of which had been 
fulfilled, and he feared the remain- 
der would be. That remainder 
was, that the Greeks would come 
again to Beyroot, and make a great 
slaughter among the people where 
he lived, and even perhaps take 
his own life.* 


Greek Papists. 


May 3. Three young Greek 
papists have visited me several 
successive evenings. Our conver- 
sation last evening, in particular, 
was long and interesting. They 
frankly denied the infallibility of 
the pope, the power of priests to 
forgive sin, or prevent its forgive- 
ness contrary to the state o: the 
heart of the sinner, the right of 
the pope to forbid the circulation 
of the Scriptures, &c. 


Armenian and Greek Pilgrims. 
12. 


Walked out in company 
with Mr. Goodell and the Armeni- 
ans connected with us, to visit a 
company of pilgrims on their way 


from Jerusalem to Aleppo. They 
were about two miles off, encamp- 
ed for the night, chiefly Armeni- 
ans and Greeks, six hundred in 
number, and made up of both sex- 
es, and of all ages. It was too 
late for our object, as they were 
mostly sleepy, or too weary to pay 
particular attention to us. Had 
some conversation with a group of 
about two hundred, who read and 





*We afterwards heard, that this youth 
| had many disputes with the bishop at 
| Der Sharfi, and that the bishop remark- 


| ed to him, one day, “You have been un- 


i: der the instruction of the Protestants 


only a few weeks, but you have made 
great proficiency.” 
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bought the books we had, and 
would have been glad of many 
more. They seemed to have heard 
of Dionysius’s having left the Ar- 
menian church, and adopted other 
sentiments; and we occasionally 
heard the question put in a whis- 
per, by the by-standers, “Which is 
the bishop? Which is the bishop?” 
They seemed, however, perfectly 
friendly. 

13. The pilgrims we heard had 
set off to goa short stage, and there 
pass the night and the Sabbath.— 
We therefore packed up a quanti- 


ty of Syriac and Armenian Scrip-’ 


tures, and sent them on after them. 

14. Bishop Dionysius returned 
without having overtaken the pil- 
grims. They had gone early, and 
gone a long stage. 

21. Conversed with some of 
the neighbouring family with the 
New Testament in my hand, en- 
deavouring to make the main sub- 
ject, not any characteristic differ- 
ences between protestants and 
them, but the all-important doc- 
trine of spiritual regeneration. 


The Druses, 


22. The man who has the care 
of the silk worms immediately 
connected with my house, is a 
young Druse. This evening I 
went down and had a long conver- 
sation with him on the concerns of 
his soul, as I had previously had 
with his mother and brother in his 
absence. 

According to his representation, 
the Druses are regular deists, and 
entertain far more rational views 
of true spiritual devotion than 
most of these idolatrous Chris- 
tians. He said, that any serious 
minded person, who wished to en- 
ter their sacred places, and fast 
and pray, might have liberty to 
do so, and would have liberty also 
to look into their sacred books 
found in those houses: but that if 
such a person, after having done 








this, should be known to go abroad, 
and make a ridicule of what he 
had done or seen, they considered 
it lawful to kill him. 


Disturbed state of Jerusalem, 


June 3. Mr. Pope, an English 
officer, connected with the East 
India establishment, and now tra- 
velling in this country, arrived 
last evening at Mr. Abbott’s. He 
speaks of Jerusalem, where he had 
lately been, as being in an almost 
perfect state of anarchy, He him- 
self was insulted and pelted with 
stones, as he passed the streets.— 
Without the walls, every country 
fellow thinks himself at liberty to 
take every traveller and pilgrim 
by the throat, and demand money. 
Aboo Goosh, the prince of the 
robbers, came almost daily to visit 
his good friends at the Latin con- 
vent, and required a handsome re- 
ward for every visit, not only for 
himself, but for his whole train. 

6. A Greek Arab merchant has 
brought letters from Papas Issa 
and Papas Cesar, at Jerusalem. He 
says the city is in great confusion: 
no government, no quiet, no safety. 
Houses are entered, in the day 
time, by the Turks, without scru- 
ple, money or other property tak- 
en, and people beaten in the streets. 
He showed a wound he himself 
had received in the hand from 
some of these highway robbers.— 
The principal sufferers are of 
course Christians and Jews. Many 
of the latter are leaving the city by 
every opportunity. 

Two Jews who called on us to- 
day, conversed with much good 
temper on the subject of the pro- 
phecies; but they seem like anim- 
pregnable fortress against every 
attempt to impress them with 
prophetical arguments. They have 
the interpretation of the Rabbis, 
which to them is as infallible as 
the inspired word itself. 

One of the Jews who came yes- 
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terday, was here again to-day, and 
after a considerable friendly con- 
versation, pressed us to come to- 
morrow and visit him, with our 
wives andchildren. Mr. and Mrs. 
Goodell, with Mrs. Bird, accord- 
ing to the invitation of yesterday, 
paid the Jew’s family a visit in 
town. They were received and 
entertained with much apparent 
good feeling. 

A priest from the neighbourhood 
of Hadet, called to-day. In the 
course of conversation, he remark- 
ed, that the faith, i. e. the doctrines, 
of his church, were quite unexcep- 
tionable, but that of works, they 
had absolutely none. ‘This is cer- 
tainly no unimportant concession 
fora priest. It is no more nor 
less than acknowledging, that all 
the Maronites are destitute of sav- 
ing faith, and are therefore going 
to perdition; and therefore that 
Protestant sentiments would not 
materially injure the country, were 
they introduced. 

A Jerusalem pilgrim passed the 
night with us, who had come all 
the way from Ireland, to fulfil what 
he himself calls a Jepthah vow.— 
He has not been very well pleased 
with the country round about Je- 
rusalem, nor very deeply impressed 
with the holiness of the people of 
the city. He was robbed of all his 
money before he arrived at the 
place, and, while there, was strip- 
ped of some of his clothes. He is 
still, however, an ignorant and 
bigotted papist, much afraid to 
touch the Protestant Bible. 


NORTHERN INDIA. 


Journal of Abdool Messech. 

This interesting and steadfast native 
Christian, has long been in the employ 
of the Church Missionary Society. He 
was stationed at Agra, a town about 800 
miles north-west of Calcutta, in 1813, 
where he has been assiduously engaged, 
ever since, in distributing Bibles and 
Tracts, superintending schools, conyers. 





ing with his own countrymen, and 
preaching the Gospel tothem. He has 
gathered an attentive and increasing 
congregation‘ The European resi- 
dents, the highest civil and military offi- 
cers, greatly respect him, and when on 
that station, constantly attend on his 
preaching. He was treated with mark- 
ed respect when at Calcutta, a few years 
ago; and was there ordained priest by 
the late bishop Heber. 

Archdeacon Corrie, of Calcutta, who 
is personally acquainted with Abdvol, 
has visited him at Agra, and translates 
his journals from Hindoostanee into En- 
glish, prefixes the following remarks to 
that from which the subjoined extracts 
are taken: 

“I confess it is a great refreshment to 
me in reading his least interesting de- 
tails, to observe the constant reference 
of his mind to God, and the attention 
which he gives to meditation and prepa- 
ration of sermons, with his regular habit 
of secret. prayer: these are, doubtless, 
the source of his constant and steady 





|| course of Christian living, by which he 
|, adorns the doctrine of God our Saviour. 


| May he continue to watch and pray un- 
| to the end, and be enabled to finish his 
course with joy!” 


Various Discussions respecting Chris- 
tianity. 


Jan. 1, 1825.—This morning, 
whilst we were engaged in wor- 
ship, Molwe Abdool Kador, with 
some of his disciples, came to see 
us, and to observe our mode of 
worship; they made observations 
to one another during prayers.— 
When we had ended, the Molwe 
took me by the hand, and his dis- 
ciples embraced me: he said, “I 
have heard of you a long time, and 
have wished to see you, and to 
learn your manner of worship; I 
have now seen you, and take my 
leave.” I said, “Since you have 
come so far for this purpose, pray 
stay a little, that we may have some 
conversation.” On this he asked 
of his disciples if they were wil- 
ling: they begged that he would 
do as he thought proper. On this 
they all sat down, when he inquir- 








ed, “How long have you embraced 
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this religion, and what advantage 
have you gained from it?”” I an- 
swered, “It is more than twelve 
years since I became a Christian; 
and I have gained this advantage, 
that, among Christians, the Holy 
Spirit is vouchsafed to change our 
corrupt nature; and, when this is 
the case with any one, if he will 
examine his heart, he will find in 
himself spiritual fruits.” He said, 
*“*Well: have you gained this bene- 
fit? What spiritual fruits do you 
find in yourself?” I replied, “I 
speak the truth before the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, when I was not 


a~+Christian, I thought myself, 


more holy and pure than any one; 
but I now perceive that all are 
better than I am, and that no one 
is a greater offender in the sight 
of God than I.” He said, “If it is 
as you say, then this religion is 
good, and worthy of approval: can 
you lend me any books explanato- 
ry of this religion?” I answered, 
“Take any of my books that you 
please.”” He accepted a copy of 
the New Testament, and a copy of 
the Prayer Book, in Hindoostanee; 
and, taking his departure, went to- 
wards Futtypore, since which I 
have heard no more of him. 

Jan. 7—Worship as usual in 
the evening; the Rev. Mr. Irving 
attended. He told me that the 
lord bishop would arrive on the 
12th, and that I should catechize 
such as were of age to be confirm- 
ed; accordingly I continued hear- 
ing their catechisms and instruct- 
ing them till 10 o’clock. 

Jan. 14.—After morning wor- 
ship, I took all the boys and girls, 
and the Christian men and women, 
and went to the cantonments: at 
11 o’clock, the lord bishop con- 
firmed them; and, after divine ser- 
vice, we returned home. Many 
strangers, who had never come to 
church, attended, and asked me to 
intercede for them, that the bishop 
would baptize them. I continued 
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in conversation with them till 
evening; and discovered, that, un- 
der the cloak of religion, they 
wished to gain some worldly end: 
so I considered it improper to in- 
troduce them to the bishop. 

Jan. 2\.—Visited several friends. 
One spoke of nothing connected 
with salvation: his whole conver- 
sation was altogether about im- 
mersion and outward forms. I 
felt great grief on seeing his de- 
pendence on such things. He 
bathes as a Hindoo daily, has his 
head shorn, andeatsnomeat. On 
my asking him the reason of this, 
he answered, “The Mahomedans 
eat no pork, nor the Hindoos beef; 
@nd I abstain from these things in 
order to bring them to our reli- 
gion.” Isaid, “I fear that these 
people will judge otherwise: they 
will say, ‘The Sahibs observe our 
customs; therefore they are right, 
and good to follow.’” In the 
evening, at worship at Mr. Reed’s, 
a Sahib came, who held much dis- 
putation. What shall I say of 
such an one? He calls himself a 
Unitarian, and denies the divinity 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. I said 
to him, “I now perceive, that, a- 
mong the Sahibs, there are some 
whose faith is like that of the Ma- 
homedans; for they, also, hold Je- 
sus Christ to be a Prophet: what 
difference, then, between a Mahom- 
edan and a Unitarian?”’. ee 

Feb. 9.—At Newal Gunge, one 
of the horsemen whom I had con- 
versed with at Nugur Mow, hav- 
ing reported what had passed be- 
tween us, about twenty troopers 
came to my lodgings, while I was 
out in the fields; they asked my 
servant where that unbelieving de- 
nier of their prophet was; my ser- 
vant seeing their arms and warlike 
appearance, was frightened, and 
sent a man to tell me that the 
troopers had come to seek me in a 
hostile manner, and had spoken so 
disrespectfully of me, that he fear- 
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ed that they intended to do me 
some injury, and would probably 
call again. On hearing this, I 
thought it proper to go to them: 
they had taken up their quarters 
at a short distance. I went, there- 
fore, without any thing in my hand, 
to them, and made them a salam: 
some returned it, and some began 
to look fiercely at me. I said, 
“Sirs, you have called on me, I 
hear, when I was out in the fields; 
I have, therefore, waited upon you, 
to know what you may want with 
me.” One of them, who had a 
long beard, answered—“This per- 
son, who is come from Nugur 
Mow, says, that, having renounced 
Mahomedanism, you have become 
a Feringee.” I replied, “That per- 
son has not understood the matter 
rightly; Ae is a Feringee, who is 
born in Europe. I was born in 
Hindoostan; my colour is black, 
my dress different from that of the 
Sahibs, and I have a beard like 


yourselves: how then can you call 


me a Feringee? If you call me a 
Christian, you will call me right.” 
Another of them said, “Did you 
not tell me at Nugur Mow, that 
the Christian religion is the most 
ancient; and that 600 years after 
Jesus Christ, Islam had its begin- 
ning?’’ I answered, “Let any one 
of you, who is acquainted with his- 
tory, say whether it is so or not; 
and if it be not true, then pray con- 
demn me.” Another said, “You 
have spoken the truth: come, sit 
down, and let us converse togeth- 
er.” IT accordingly sat down; and 
finding them civil, I took the op- 
portunity to speak to them of the 
sufferings of the Lord Jesus: they 
became more civil, and began to 
say, ‘Do you then curse our pro- 
phet?” I said, “In our religion, it 
is not lawful to curse any one: 
moreover, we pray for our ene- 
mies, and for those who despite- 
fully use us; and, by the grace of 
God, I purpose to return good for 
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evil, should any one use me ill.” 
With conversation of this kind 
they seemed well pleased; and, af- 
ter a time, I left them, and commit- 
ting my soul and body to Jehovah 
my God, I went to sleep. 


These precepts of the Gospel could 
not be acted out more truly in the spi- 
rit of them, than in the scene which the 
following paragraph describes. 

Feb, 14.—This morning rode 
out on horseback; in my way, met 
the train of the king and the vizier. 
The armed men, who went first, on 
seeing me, looked at one another, 
and nodded; and by signs signified 
that they knew me, and spit toward 
me. I thought of my Lord Jesus, 
upon whom the Jews spat: the 
tears Came into my eyes, and, urg- 
ing my horse on, I rode away. On 
arriving at Rissen Bagh, a train of 
servants coming after, called to 
make way. I drew up my horse, 
when the resident passed by, to 
whom I made salam: he very 
kindly asked after my welfare, and 
whither I was going. I told him, 
I was going to pay my respects to 
him. He went on to his house, 
when he took me by the hand, and 
led me in. After breakfast, he 
went to his office; and I, after call- 
ing on several Christian friends, 
returned home, where I found eight 
or ten great men of the city waiting 
to see me: they all treated me 
kindly, and continued conversing 
about religion for two hours; they 
accepted several copies of the New 
Testament in Persian, with thank- 
fulness, and departed. 

March 28.—In the morning, my 
servant told me that my guests 
were gone; and that, at setting off, 
they said among _ themselves, 
“What kind of a padre and a 
Christian is this, whom Shazad 
Messeeh praised so highly? He 
gave us plenty of church, and food 
enough; but not a drop of wine did 


he produce!” I made no observa- 


tion on it. 
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April 1—Formerly, the peapie | 
of this city were much offended 

with me, and said very evil things | 
concerning me. _ I always showed | 
them kindness, and often attended | 
them with medicines when they | 
were sick, and, by the grace of the | 
Lord Jesus Christ, many of them , 
received healing of dangerous dis- | 
eases: often, also, I endeavoured | 
to heal their spiritual sicknesses, 
and many of these people received 
and read religious books: and it is 
become evident to all, that Chris- | 
tians love all mankind, and desire 
no evil to any one. Now, in the 
place of enmity, these people be- 
gin to show kindness; and, moreo- 
ver, invite me to their houses, and 
send me portions from their friend- 
ly entertainments. For instance, 
to-day, Meer Seyud Ali, who is 
head man to the collector, sent me 
a friendly note, saying, “The daugh- 
ter of me, your servant, is to-day 
to be married; you will greatly o- 
blige me by making one of our 
company.” I sent for answer— 
“Since the day that by the grace 
of God, I was honoured with bap- 
tism, I have renounced all assem- 
blies for dancing and music; and I 
should be ashamed, with this white 
beard and these broken teeth. to 
show myself at a wedding-feast.” 
He sent, in reply, “I have read in 
the blessed Gospel, that the Lord 
Jesus himself honoured a wedding 
at Cana of Galilee with his pre- 
sence, and there’ miraculously 
turned water into wine: if you will 
not come, we shall all conclude 
that you disobey the traditions of 
the divine Jesus. If you excuse 
yourself on account of the dancing, 
&c., 1 will prepare a separate a- 
partment for you, and will invite 
some aged persons, like yourself, 
to keep your company” I was 
rejoiced on hearing this, since it 
appears that these people read the 
Gospels. In the evening, after 
worship, I went to his house: they 
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had prepared a separate apartment, © 
where several aged persons, learn- 
ed in religion, and wealthy, were 
collected, all of whom received me 
with respect; and we continued to 
converse on religious subjects, in 
a very friendly manner, till mid- 
night. From their conversation, 
[ entertained some hope respecting 
them. 

-2.—In the evening, according to 
custom, all the people assembled 
at seven o’clock, to worship in the 
Kuttra; after which, each went a- 
bout his own business. Five men, 
who were of last night’s company, 
came; and, after the salutations 
usual among Hindoostanees, sat 
down and began to say, “With 
your conversation last night we 
were much pleased, and we desire 
from our hearts to come a few 
times to converse with you.” I 
answered, “I also desire the same, 
and wish you would stay with me 
a few days, and attend to spiritual 
entertainment.” After much en- 
treaty, they consented, and order- 
ed their servants to bring their 
horses and baggage. I continued 
in conversation with them till 3 
o’clock; and, having given them an 
apartment, prepared to entertain 
them. In the evening, these peo- 
ple were present at divine service. 
Afier worship, I went to see a sick 
Christian, and returned at ten; 
when, committing my soul and bo- 
dy to God, I went to rest. 

The people who came yesterday, 
observing our mode of worship, 
were surprised. When we were 
all at liberty, they sat down to eat; 
after a little while, I went and sat 
with them, and asked them why 
they had come to Agra, and whi- 
ther they were going? They said, 
that they had come from Futty- 
ehur, having had some dispute 
with their friends, and that they 
were going on the morrow to 
Gwalior, to the Rajah; “but,” said 
they, “having seen your mode of 








worship, and heard your sermon, 
we have become very deubtful in 
our minds, whether what we have 
been doing all our days is not in 
vain; and now this is our state— 
our hearts desire to forsake our 
own religion, and to embrace this 
of yours, or to depart hence in the 
morning.” I said, “This is mat- 
ter of joy to me; our religion is 
not one of violence; and Satan isa 
great enemy to us—he does not 
wish that a man should escape 
from his bondage, and go free. Do 
not be troubled; God is able to 
give rest to your minds.” On 
this they staid also that day. In 
the evening, two of them, Mirza 
Bunder Ali, and his son, Mirza 
Bunder Hossien, who were both 
good looking, well-dressed men, 
attended worship, and their two 
companions remained in conversa- 
tion with the Seyud. At ten o’- 
clock, when I lay down on my bed, 
they concluded that I was asleep, 
and I heard them disputing among 
themselves. The father and son 
took my part, while the others 
called me an infidel and a hypo- 
crite, deserving of death. 
4.—After morning service, the 
two above referred to, desired a 
copy of the Gospels and the book 
of Common Prayer; I set before 
them several copies, from which 
they selected a copy of St. Mat- 
thew with the Exposition, and a 
Prayer Book, and continued all 
day inquiring particulars about 
them. In the evening, they at- 
tended worship; and, at night also, 
many things indicative of a love 
for the Gospel, appeared in them. 
8.—Two Mogul travellers came, 
and said that they heard that the 
Gospels and Psalms, in the Per- 
sian and Oordoo languages, were 
given away here, and begged the 
favour of me to give them a copy 
of the Gospels and of the Psalms 
in Persian. I asked them whether 
they wanted them for themselves, 
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or for some other person; they an- 
swered, “When we went to Cash- 
meer, a Mollar, named Mogeer, 
desired us to procure these books 
for him: we are setting off for 
Cashmeer to-morrow.” I gave 
them a copy of the Gospels and of 
the Psalms in Persian, and they 
took their leave with many expres- 
sions of regard and friendship. 
12.—After morning prayer, a 
person came and asked for Abdool 
Messeeh. I asked him what he 
wanted with him; he said, “I heard 
at Gwalior, that a person named 
Abdool Messeeh resides in Agra, 
who teaches every one who goes 
to him, the Gospel, and gives them 
also food, and medicine if they are 
sick.” I said, “I am that sinner: 
stay here a few days; and, as it 
shall appear proper, we will deal 
with you.” He staid with me: we 
_shall see what the event will be, 
whether he will receive instruc- 
tion, or be drawn away by Satan. 
13.—After morning service, a 
| person with a long beard, and in 
/appearance like a Jew, came and 
| said to me, “You believe that Je- 
| sus was withoutsin.”” I answered, 
i “Of that there is no doubt.” He 
jasked, “Was the Virgin Mary 
_without sin?” I answered, “From 





‘the Holy Scriptures it appears that 


| she was like others of mankind.” 


| He said, “Born in sin?” I answer- 
ied, “So it appears.” 


He, in ap- 
pearance a man, but in disposition 
an evil spirit, then said, “if Jesus 
was conceived in the womb of Ma- 


ter into his nature?” I answered, 
“Pray tell me of what race you 
are.” He said, “Of the Jews.” I 
answered, “You fear not God, or 
you would not thus speak. God, 
who created the body of Jesus by 
the power of the Holy Ghost, with- 
out progenitor or descendant, is 
pure from all sin: to inquire by 
our own wisdom into the subject, 








is the delusion of Satan.”” He was 


ry, would not sin, more or less, en- . 
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silent, and went away. I was much 
grieved on account of the hardness 
of his heart. 

May 3.—After morning prayer, 
took an airing on horseback on the 
bank of the river. I met with ten 
or twelve Fakeers, who all called 
out together, “Come, Abdool Mes- 
seeh! may the favour of Christ 
rest upon you!” I said to them, 
“You speak according to appear- 
ances: if a Mussulman come by, 
you cry out, ‘May the favour of 
Ali rest upon you!’ and, to Chris- 
tians, ‘May the favour of Christ 
rest upon you!’ This is altogether 
flattery.” One of them said, 
“Don’t you know that he whom we 
worship, is the author of all the 
religions in the earth? If you do 
not approve of this salutation of 
us free Fakeers, then tell us, has 
our spiritual guide taught this 
way in vain?” I dismounted, and, 


many people collecting round us, 
I asked them,— 


“You call your- 
selves free: pray who has made 
you free, and who is your reedem- 
er (maker free)?” They said, “Our 
spiritual guide.” [I said, “Who is 
your spiritual guide?” They said, 
“He, from whom fourteen spiritual 
guides have received authority, 
and twelve families.” I said, “I 
know all their history: they were 
all wicked doers. What power 
had they to make any free? If you 
call yourselves lawless, it will be 
proper; for they, too, were all law- 
less.””, Then they asked, “Who 
then is free?” I answered, “If you 
desire to hear of true Sracdem, ! 
will tell you.’ They said, “Say 
on; you shall be ourspiritual guide.” 
I answered, “In my religion, it is 
forbidden to call ourselves mas- 
ters. We have one spiritual guide, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
born without sin, of the Virgin 
Mary, and died, and was buried; 
and, the third day, rising from the |! 
grave, ascended into Heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God, 
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from whence He will come again 
to judge the quick and the dead. 
Whom He makes free, he is the 
true freed man.” 


Interview with the Vizier. 


After morning prayers, waited 
on the resident, who sent a chokey- 
dar to conduct me to the house of 
the vizier. As I entered, I saw in 
a hall the nobles and learned men 
of Lucknow assembled. I paid 
my respects to them all, and sat 
down. One of them said to ano- 
ther, “This person gave the vizier 
two books yesterday, and he con- 
tinued reading them all the way to 
the palace, when he went to the 
king, and spoke to no one; and 
when he left the palace, continued 
reading them all the way home, 
and now he has invited him hither. 
This man wants to make a Chris- 
tian of the vizier.”” On this, each 
bit his finger. Upon being intro- 
duced to his excellency, I bowed 
low, and then stood respectfully 
before him. He returned my sa- 
lute readily; and, taking my hand, 
placed me on the cushion, and in- 
quired of my welfare. He then 
asked where I was born. I an- 
swered, “in'Delhi.” He said, ‘‘in 
what company did you gain this 
advantage?” (viz. religion.) I told 
my history briefly from beginning 
toend. He ordered the doors to 
be opened, that the others who 
were in attendance might hear my 
history from my own tongue. He 
then asked what proficiency I had 
made in Arabic and Persian. I 
' answered that I was not learned, 
but knew enough for necessary 
purposes; and that I could answer 
| any questions which he might put 
| to me without an interpreter, ac- 

cording to the proverb—‘There is 
more to be learned than you have 
years to apply to learning; there- 
fore acquire that for which you 
| have immediate use.” Upon hear- 
ing this, he sent for Subhan Ali 
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Khan, and said, “What an admi- 
rable person is this, and how well 
he speaks! reason with him.”— 
Subhan Ali Khan said, “My lord, 
here are such people as this also.” 
He then said to me, “Pray tell me, 
by what proofs have you shown 
that Islam is vain, and the mission 
of our prophet a fiction, and made 
yourself a Padre?” On looking 
round, I saw that all the nobles 
and learned persons who were in 
waiting when I came in, had ad- 
vanced round me, and their eyes 
seemed red as blood with anger; 
so it seemed difficult to speak, 
and difficult to be silent. I there- 
fore, addressing myself to the vi- 
zier, said—‘*May God preserve 
you! you are judge ot what is pass- 
ing. Subhan Ali Khan has at first 
put such a question to me, that, if 


I answer it, then straightway, in| 
the opinion of all present, I shall | 
be judged worthy of death, and all | 
will be offended; nevertheless, if | 


good be derived to the souls of 
these gentlemen, though a worth- 
less Hindoostanee suffer death, it 
matters not: moreover, I offer my 
blood to all these gentlemen; for I 
have come to make friendship with 
you, gentlemen, and to offer myself 
for your service, and not to give 
you occasion of being offended.” — 
Upon hearing these my words, 
Subhan Ali Khan and the rest 
seemed softened, and the vizier 
smiled. ThenI said, “Gentlemen, 
you are all, by God’s blessing, 
learned and eloquent; you all know 
the faith of us Christians—that we 
consider the Lord Jesus Christ as 
our God, and [ntercessor, and Sa- 
viour from sin; and we truly know 
that the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, are one God, Trinity in 
Unity; and I am ready to adduce 
proofs before you all, of Christ’s 
divinity. I trust in Jehovah my 
God, that, by his grace, he would 
engrave these proofs in your 
hearts.” Some of them said, 
Vor. VIIT......No. 11.—70 
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“‘May God bless yourself!”’ I said 
to the vizier, “Order Subhan Ali 
Khan to repeat the following sen- 
tence from the Koran: ‘I adduce 
proofs from the Pentateuch and 
proofs from the Gospel;? you who 
are learned, will be so good as to 
tell me from what places of the 
Pentateuch and Gospel, proofs of 
Mahomedanism are asserted in the 
Koran, that I may know.” Subhan 
Ali Khan ordered the book, called 
‘An Answer to Christians,’ to be- 
brought; a person brought from 
the library two books neatly bound. 
Subhan Ali Khan first read from 
the book a passage in praise of his 
prophet, full of hard words and 
high-flown language, such as, ac- 
cording to the proverb, an evil 
spirit would write for Satan’s peru- 
sal; and, having read it, asked me 
if I understood it. I said to the 
vizier, “The person who introduced 
all these hard words from difficult 
books, did it, not for the instruc- 
tion of people in religion, but to 
show his own learning. It is im- 
proper to write books on subjects 
of religion in this way; they should 
be written in easy language, that 
all may profit by them.” Subhan 
Ali Khan then said, “Sabat has 
written in his book, ‘He shall break 
them in pieces like a potter’s ves- 
sel.” ”? When I heard the name of 
Sabat, I immediately started up, 
and said to Subhan Ali Khan— 
“Now I remember you, let us em- 
brace; you were a great friend of 


Sabat, and used to frequent Mr. 


Martyn’s house; you know Sabat’s 
history well. I will speak of him 
in the presence of the vizier; and, 
if I say wrong, correct me—if true, 
bear witness, for I lived with him. 
Now, had he not a complaint 
which used to inflame his head; so 
that, for three or four days, he 
could neither eat nor drink? And 
during these illnesses, he used to be 
out of temper with his servants, 
and often even to behave disre- 
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spectfully to the sahib. Is this 
true or false??? Subhan Ali Khan 
replied, “It is true.” “Then,” I 
said, “‘what dependence is to be 
placed on the words of such a de- 
ranged person? I have heard from 
credible persons, that he wrote 
that book out of malice; in which 
he inserted, as proofs, things out 
of place and misapplied. This 
proof, which Subhan Ali Khan 
has introduced from Sabat’s boox, 
as spoken of Mahomet in the Gos- 
pels, pray in what chapter and 
verse, of which of the Gospels is it 
found? It is true, it is written in 
the Psalms of David, (Ps. ii. 8.) in 
a prophecy concerning Jesus 
Christ.” Subhan Ali Khan and 
others cried out, **When did the 
Lord Jesus Christ draw the sword 
for the propagation of religion?— 
Our prophet, indeed, by fighting 
and conquering in the world, pro- 
pagated Islam.” I said, “Pray 


consider whether. by the scerrreE, 


in the second Psalm, a sworp is 
meant. I remember a story: A 
sturdy Fakeer, in Delhi, took, 
without leave, a large radish from 
a gardener’s basket, and went off 
carrying it on his shoulder; the 
gardener cried after him, ‘You 
worthless fellow! why do you walk 
off with my radish on your shoul. 
der?? He answered, ‘I have read 
in the Koran, Take up a radish 
and carry it on your shoulder.’ ” 
The vizier, on hearing this, laugh- 
ed outright. Another person pro- 
duced the following as a proof: 
“When the woman taken in adul- 
tery, was brought to Jesus Christ, 
he said, ‘Who among you is not 
an adulterer, let him throw the first 
stone:’ on this, all the Christians 
went away, and stoned her not. Is 
not this, too, written in the Gos- 
pels? For the women of the Chris- 
tians go about unveiled, and Jesus 
Christ himself has therefore styled 
them adulteresses.’’ I answered, 
“This is yery offensive to me;”’ and 








JUNE, 


addressing myself to the vizier, I 
said, ‘Pray observe what a sense- 
less argument this learned man of 
yours urges; he does not know 
that there could be no Christians 
present when that sentence was 
given. The Jews trusted in their 
outward observances, as the fol- 
lowers of Islam do at this time; 
and, like them, fancying themselves 
holy, they were forward to find 
fault with others. Our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, therefore, to convict 
them, gave that sentence, that the 
Jews might reflect on their own 
character, and, from a sense of 
their own sinfulness, be ready to 
forgive others.”? Subhan Ali Khan 
then said, “In the Revelation of 
St. John, I have read that one per- 
son, clothed in white, stands before 
the throne of the Most High: that 
respects our prophet, for Jesus 
Christ wore black clothes.” I an- 
swered, “This passage is taken 
from the fourth chapter; and there 
it says, that twenty-four persons 
worshipped before the throne: 
pray, since you Say one was your 
prophet, who were the other twen- 
ty three?” 

The vizier said, in an audible 
voice, in the hearing of all, “It is 
by no means necessary that a man 
should follow the religion of his 
forefathers; moreover, it is highly 
proper that whatever religion is 
proved to be righteous, and worthy 
of approval, he should embrace it.”’ 
When Subhan Ali Khan saw that 
the vizier paid attention to what 
was said, he began to ask me the 
meaning of hard words. From the 
anxiety of my mind, as well as 
from long disuse of learning, I 
mistook the word, and gavea wrong 
answer. He, on this, said to the 
vizier, This man has not the learn- 
ing of achild.” Addressing the 
vizier, 1 said, “When did I ever 
pretend to learning? But if I had 
thought that Subhan Ali Khan 
would haye judged of my religion 
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from my knowledge of hard words, 
I would have looked into some dic- 
tionary, and have committed some 
to memory.” The vizier smiled, 
and said, “I am much pleased with 
your conversation, and I have also | 
heard of you from the resident. I 

am told that you are going to Cal: 
cutta, some time hence: you must 
not go without visiting me again.” 
He then called for otter, with 
which he perfumed my hand, and 
dismissed me; and I returned home, 
where also I had to continue con- 
versing about religion. 


Abdool Messeeh, stationed in that 
part of India, where he daily comes in 
contact with various sects of Mahome- 
dans,—with pagans differing in charac- 
er and in devotedness to their supersti- 
tions,—and with nominal Christians, and 
infidels, must have his knowledge of 
Christianity, his ability to defend it, and 
his steadfastness of principle, severely 
tested: yet, though standing alone, or 
with only the little Christian society, 
which he has been chiefly instrumental 
of raising up, and surrounded by a vast 
expanse of heathen population,—his spi- 
rit of devotion, his love for the spiritual 
welfare of his countrymen, his zeal in 
promoting it; his readiness and ingenui- 
ty in debate, and his meekness under in- 
sult and contradiction, seem never to! 
failhim. Such menas he, and Asaad | 
Shidiak in western Asia, are most strik- 
ing instances of the effect of the Gospel 
on superior minds, not only enlightening 
and sanctifying them, but making them 
eminent instruments of widely dissemi- 
nating truth among their own country- 
men. Such individuals, the missiona- 
ries, and they who patronize missions, 
may expect to see rising up here and 
there, over the whole field of missionary 
labour. The number of heathens con- 
verted to Christianity, and who, by con- 
versation, by instructing schools, and 





distributing books, render essential ser- 
vice to the different missions in the east, | 
is already not small; but it cannot be ex- | 
pected,—considering the want of all 
knowledge and thought, in which the | 
heathen afte educated, and the many and | 
degrading errors with which their minds | 
become filled, and the little demand 
there is among them for mental effort of | 
any kind—that, generally, when they 
come to understand and embrace the 





Gospel, they should at once start on their 
Christian course with decision, and be- 
come active and judicious instructers 
and preachers of divine truth. This can 
be reasonably expected of those only, 
who, owing to original superiority of 
mind, or to circumstances which render- 
ed their minds active, have been raised 
above the besotting influence of idolatry 
and superstition. We ought hardly to 
expect to find in a convert from heathen- 
ism, the same sort of being, which we 
look for in a man who becomes a true 
Christian among us; who has previously 
had his mind stored, in a good degree, 
with useful knowledge; who has been 
trained to habits of thinking and busi- 
ness, and been taught to feel the respon- 
sibility resting on every member of 2 
free and enlightened community.—{ Jd. 
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VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 


The annual meeting of the Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, in the Diocess of Vir- 
ginia, took place in Fredericks- 
burg, on the 17th, and the two 
succeeding days, of last month.— 
The number of the Clergy present 
was larger than had ever been 
known, on a similar occasion; and 
the Lay Delegation was full, and 
highly respectable. The proceed- 
ings of the Convention were con- 
ducted in the spirit of conciliation, 
Christian affection, and harmony, 
which have heretofore so eminent- 
ly characterised the transactions 
of this body; and the services of 
the sanctuary were deeply interest- 
ing and impressive, and were, we 
trust, sanctified to the spiritual 
edification of the multitude that, 
morning and evening, crowded 
the temple of the Most High. The 


|| sight of the venerable Bishop of 


the Diocess, in renewed health, 
and presiding with his accustom- 
ed urbanity, dignity, and impar- 
tiality, over the Convention,—and 
by his conversations, public ad- 
dresses, and prayers, firing the 
breasts of his sons in the Gospel 
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with more ardent zeal and more 
entire devotedness to the high and 
responsible duties of the minis- 
try—was a source of high gratifi- 
cation, and the occasion of devout 
thankfulness to God. 

The sermon, at the opening of 
the Convention, was preached by 
the Rev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. 
D. of Norfolk, from 1 Cor. iv. 2: 
“Jt is required in stewards, that a 
man be found faithful.” The 
preacher addressed himself chiefly 
to his clerical brethren; and point- 
ed out, illustrated, and enforced, in 
perspicuous, chaste, and eloquent 
language, the importance of faith- 
fulness in a minister of Christ.— 
We were particularly pleased with 
that part of the sermon, in which 
was discussed the character, ex- 
tent, and value of pastoral visiting. 
We could wish that every Chris- 
tian minister could have listened 
to the preacher’s affectionate, ear- 
nest, and experimental exhibition 
of this topic of his discourse. 

The Committee on the state of 
the Church proposed a resolution, 
which was adopted, recommend- 
ing to the patronage of the Church 
in the Diocess, the Sunday School 
Union of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, established in Philadel- 
phia during the last session of the 
General Convention. 

The Committee to whom were 
referred the communication of the 
Secretaries of the General Conven- 
tion, respecting some contemplat- 
ed alterations in the Liturgy, 
echoed the sound and consistent 
sentiments of the Bishop in his 
address to the Convention, and re- 
ported in the most decided manner 
unfavourably to the proposed 
changes. 

From the Report of the Board 
of Trustees of the Theological 
School, we learn, that immediate 
measures will be adopted for the 
location of the Seminary in the vi- 
cinity of Alexandria, and the erec- 
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tion of such buildings as may be 
necessary for the accommodation 
of the Professors and Students.— 
Agents were appointed to raise 
the funds requisite for this pur- 
pose; and nearly a thousand dol- 
lars, we understand, were obtained 
by the very partial and limited ap- 
plication made on the last day of 
the sitting of the Convention. We 
were much gratified in witnessing 
the deep interest, in reference to 
this subject, which seemed to per- 
vade the whole mass of Episcopa- 
lians assembled from different 
parts of the State; and cannot but 
indulge the hope, that it prognos- 
ticates the still brightening pros- 
pects, increased prosperity and 
usefulness, and ultimate and com- 
plete success of this infant school 
of the prophets, It is a fact, which 
is not perhaps as generally known 
as it ought to be, that the Church 
in Virginia has already derived 
important aid to its ministry from 
this Seminary—eleven of its Stu- 
dents, two only of whom are na- 
tives of the State, having located 
themselves in that Diocess. 

We have very rarely, if ever, 
witnessed more interesting and 
impressive solemnities than those 
exhibited during the services of Sa- 
turday evening and Sunday. On 
the former occasion, about fifty 
persons, chiefly in the morning of 
life, received the imposition of 
hands, according to the Apostolic 
rite of Confirmation, so wisely re- 
tained by our Church; who, by 
their seriousness and devotion, e- 
vinced that they deeply felt the aw- 
ful responsibility which rested up- 
on them, and which, in the pre- 
sence of God’s minister, they were 
publicly recognizing. On Sunday, 
the Bishop admitted to the order 
of Deacons, Mr. Alvah Sandford, 
and George L.. Machenhermer, 
alumni of the Theological Semina-. 
ry; and, assisted by the Rev. Mr. 
Meade, administered the Lord’s 
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Supper to more than three hundred 
devout communicants. In conse- 
quence of the indisposition of the 
Bishop on Sunday evening, the 
Rev. Dr. Wilmer, by request, de- 
livered a most affectionate and im- 
pressive address to his brethren 
assembled around the altar; and 
the Rev. Mr. Meade offered up the 
usual prayers for a divine blessing 
on their counsels and labours, and 
a safe return to their parishes and 
families. The impression made 
by the services of these occasions, 
will not, we are confident, be soon 
forgotten by those who were in- 
dulged with the privilege of par- 
ticipating in them. 

We cannot close this sketch of 
the proceedings of this respecta- 
ble body, without expressing our 
high gratification at the talents 
and piety exhibited by the Clergy, 
and the fervour and solemnity with 
which the services were conduct- 
ed on the part of the constantly 
crowded and attentive audiences. 
We learn that the general impres- 
sion made on the public mind, in 
reference to the Church, is in the 
highest degree favourable, and that | 
some precious fruit has already 
appeared among the people. 


On Thursday, the Bishop deliv- 
ered the following Apprgss: 





Bretaren: The indisposition under | 
which I laboured the last year. prevent- 


BISHOP MOORE’S ADDRESS. 





ed me from entering as extensively as 1. 
should have done, in the discharge of }' 
those duties peculiar to my office; and |} 
contined my Episcopal labours within a ‘| 
‘smaller space than they would other- || 
wise have occupied. Indisposed, howe- 
ver, as I was, I did not remain altogeth- 
er unemployed, but devoted my atten- | 
tion to those parts of the Diocess, which, | 
from their situation, required the least | 
fatigue. 
At the meeting of the last Convention, | 
1 consecrated to the service of Almighty 
God, the Church erected in the town of 
Lynchburg, under the ministry of the | 
Rev. Franklin G. Smith, and preached | 
on that occasion, embracing in my dis- 
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course some of the peculiarities of our 
polity; representing the excellencies of 
our Liturgy, and its fitness for the public 
worship of God; and admitted to the 
Priesthood, the Rev. Mr. Croes, the Rev. 
Mr. Gunter, the Rev. Mr. Chevers, the 
Rev. Mr. Brooke, and the Rev. John 
McGuire. 

After the adjournment of the Conven- 
tion, I passed into the county of Bedford, 
and consecrated two new Churches— 
Churches owing their existence to the 
pious and disinterested labours uf the 
Rev. Mr. Cobbs. Since the ordination 
of Mr. Cobbs, several offers have been 
made to him, by the acceptance of ei- 
ther of which his situation would cer- 
tainly have been much improved; but 
with a magnanimity of mind which ren-. 
dered him superior to pecuniary consid- 
erations, and with that regard to the in- 
fant state of the Church, which reflects 
the greatest credit on his piety, he de- 
clined them all, and determined to re- 
main in his present situation. I men- 
tion this circumstance, not only because 
it is honourable to the character of Mr: 
Cobbs, but from a hope that his parish- 
ioners will consider it their duty to use 
every means in their power to contri- 
bute to the comfort of himself and his 
family. 

From Bedford, I passed into Amherst 
county, and preached in one of the old 
Churches; andthe next day, I rode to- 
another place of worship, lately erected 
at New Glasgow; at which place the 
Rev. Mr. Page preached, after which I 
concluded with an application to his 
discourse. 

From Amherst ! proceeded in compa- 
ny with the Rev. Mr Croes and the Rev. 
Mr. Lee, to Charlottesville; and in that 
place, I consecrated a new Church, 
preached, administered confirmation, 
and the J.ord’s Supper. In the after- 
noon of the same day, the Rev. Mr. 
Croes preached, and in the evening the 
Rev. Mr. Lee officiated The congrega- 
tions upon those occasions were large 
and attentive. 

From Charlottesville I rode to Mr. 
Hugh Nelson’s, officiated in Walker’s 
Church, and returned home. 

in the beginning of July, I visited the 
Church in the town of Norfolk, where 1 
officiated on the morning of the Sab- 
bath to a large and respectable auditory; 
and in the afternoon passed over to 
Portsmouth, and preached in that Church 
to an attentive audience. The next 
day, I rode to the town of Suffolk, in 
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company with the Rev. Mr. Ducachet 
and the Rev. Mr. Chevers; at which 
place both Mr. Ducachet and myself of- 
ficiated to large and attentive congrega- 
tions. 

Upon my return to Norfolk, I took 
passage in a packet, and crossed the 
Chesapeake Bay, into the counties of 
Northampton and Accomack. Upon 
my arrival in Northampton, I preached 
in the Courthouse, and the next day 
proceeded in company with the Rev. 
Mr. Gunter to the county of Accomack, 
and preached in the village of Onancock, 
in the Methodist Church. On the Sab- 
bath subsequent, I officiated in one of 
the Churches, and administered the 
Lord’s Supper to a number of pious 
communicants. The congregations in 
Accomack are at this time destitute of a 
Minister, and are very anxious to obtain 
the services of a Clergyman. The Pa- 
rish is large, and the people highly re- 
spectable. I should conceive few pla- 
ces in the Diocess more entitled to at- 
tention, and few congregations better 
able or more disposed to render a faith- 
ful Minister happy. 

From Accomack I returned to North- 
ampton, and preached in Hungar’s 
Church to a large and respectable assem- 
bly, and then rode to the Courthouse, 
where I again officiated to an attentive 
congregation. 

In the middle of July, I visited Peters- 
burg, in company with the Rev. Mr. Du- 
eachet and the Rev. Mr. Lee; at which 
time I admitted to Deacon’s orders, Mr. 
John Grammer, Mr. Benjamin Peers, 
Mr. Henry Aisquith, and Mr Leonard 
H Johns; and administered the Lord’s 
Supper. The Rev. Mr. Ducachet preach- 
ed in the morning, and the Rev. Mr. 
Lee in the evening; upon both occa- 
sions, the congregations were numerous 
and attentive. 

In the month of September, I went to 
the county of Hanover. In that section 
ef the district, | passed several days in 
company with the Rev. Edward McGuire 
and the Rev. Mr. Croes. The Rev, Mr. 
Croes preached the first day: on the se- 
cond, the Rev. Mr. McGuire preached an 
ordination sermon, after which I admit- 
ted to the Priesthood the Rev. Mr. 
Cooke, and administered the Lord’s Sup- 
per- On the third day, Mr. Croes 
preached at the house of the venerable 
Mrs. Nelson, at which time I administer- 
ed the Lord’s Supper to herself and up- 
wards of thirty members of her numer- 
aus connexion 








‘On the last of September I went to the 
North, with an intention to attend the. 
General Convention; but in consequence 
of the most severe illness with which I 
was ever visited, I was not only prevent- 
ed from carrying into effect that design, 
but also from returning to this Diocess 
until the month of March. I should deem 
myself deficient in gratitude to the in- 
habitants of Hartford, in Connecticut, 
and wanting in respect to Virginia, 
whose adopted son those people consid- 
ered me, were I not thus publicly to ac- 
knowledge the weight of obligation 
under which their kindness has placed 
me. The attentions of Mr Samuel Tu- 
dor and lady, of that city, were the at- 
tentions of children to a parent. Lan- 
guage is too feeble to express the affec- 
tionate treatment I received at their 
hands; and while memory retains its 
seat in my mind, I can never forget 
them. May the Almighty God remem- 
ber them for good, and prove their friend 
in every time of need. 

In the month of March, I held an or- 
dination in the Monumental Church in 
the City of Richmond; on which occa- 
sion, the Rev. Mr. Croes delivered a dis- 
course, proving satisfactorily and conclu- 
sively the Ministerial Office of Deacons, 
and enforcing their duties,—after which 
I admitted to the holy order of Deacons, 
Mr. George Kirke. 

The Secretary, Brethren, will produce 
to the Convention, a letter from the Se- 
cretary of the General Convention, on 
the subject of certain proposed altera- 
tions in the Liturgy of the Church. It 
is my duty to mention not only to the 
members of this Convention, but also to 
the members of the Church throughout 
the Diocess of Virginia, the fears with 
which my mind is impressed on this im- 
portant subject. The Church has hither- 
to prospered in the use of the Liturgy, 


| as it has been handed down to us by our 


Fathers. That uniformity of worship 
which has distinguished us as a society, 
should the proposed alterations be car- 
ried into effect, will be destroyed. In- 
stead of uniting in the same devotional 
exercises, as we hitherto have done, eve- 
ry Clergyman will have it in his power to 
select his own lessons, and to read such 
portions of the Psalms of David as he 
pleases—by which means the public 
worship’ of God, in these particulars, 
will be as various as the constitutions of 
our minds. The old members of the 
Church, who have beén taught to view 
the Liturgy through a medium the most 








sacred, will be grieved. The guards to 
uniformity being once removed, one in- 


novation will succeed another, until the 


people will lose that reverence for our 
incomparable services by which they 
have been actuated, and the Church re- 
ceive the most vital injury. 

When we reflect upun the general es- 
teem in which the Liturgy is viewed, by 
the reflecting and considerate of other 
denominations, our opinion of its excel- 
lence should be strengthened and in- 
creased. The celebrated Dr. Clarke, of 
the Methodist Church, has declared, that 
the Liturgy of the Church is second to 
no volume, except the sacred. writings; 
and the Rev. Mr. Hall, of the Baptist So- 
ciety, has expressed himself in similar 
language. To touch a matter of so 
much consequence without the deepest 
reflection—to alter a service of such ac- 
knowledged worth, without years of 
prayerful consideration, should not be 
ventured on. When we enter the thresh- 
hold of this inquiry, we should take the 
shoes from off our feet, as the ground 
whereon we tread is holy ground. ‘The 
Church in Virginia will never be induced, 
I trust and pray, to depart from her pre- 
scribed forms; but will defend the Litur- 
gy in all its integrity, and prove to the 
Christian world that we reverence the 
epinions of our fathers, and are satisfied 
with that system of doctrine which they 
venerated, and which they so highly va- 
lued. 

Such, Brethren, are the outlines of 
the views I entertain of the contemplat- 
ed measure. Ishould have considered 
myself deficient in duty to the Church 
eommitted to my care by you, and by 
Heaven, did 1 not raise my warning 
voice in behalf of the Liturgy, and thus 
express the fears which have disturbed 
my quiet. 

Since our last meeting, we have been 
deprived of the labours of our affection- 
ate Brother, the Rev. Mr. Dunn. The 
humility for which he was distinguish- 
ed—the fidelity with which he laboured, 
and the evangelical views he entertained 
on the subject of religion, endeared him 
to us all. His death was marked with 
the strongest features of resignation to 
the will of the Almighty, and his views 
of that rest which remaineth for the peo- 
ple of God, comforted him in his last mo- 
ments, and rendered the termination of 
his life truly triumphant. He has enter- 
ed, I trust, into the joy of his Lord, and 
rie rests in peace on the bosom of his 
God, 








1827. EDUCATION SOCIETY NOTICES, &c. 539 


In the beginning of the present month, 
1 visited the county of Goochland, in 
company with the Rev. Messrs. Meade, 
Cooke, Croes, and Jones. 

Although the present incumbent has 
been settled in that Parish but one year, 
still the Church, the concerns of which 
had been dormant for thirty years, now 
discovers a state of energy of no incon- 
siderable character. YVhe people, ani- 
mated by the laborious efforts of the 
Rev. Mr. Lee, have repaired one of the 
old Churches, and put it in complete or- 
der. Agreeably to their request, I con- 
secrated it to the service of God, and 
confirmed twelve persons. We all 
preached in succession to large and at- 
tentive auditories. The holy commu- 
nion was administered the day after I 
left the Parish, by the Rev. Mr. Meade, 
and the Church was joined by several 
new members. 

On the last Sunday, I visited the 
Church on Richmond Hill, which is un- 
der the superintendence of the Rev. Mr. 
Hart; upon which occasion I preached 
to a very large congregation, and admin- 
istered the rite of confirmation to nine- 
teen persons. It is with great pleasure 
I mention the present ‘prosperous state 
of that Parish. The Church has been 
putin complete repair, through the ef- 
forts of a few spirited gentlemen, and is 
second in its internal appearance, to very 
few of the Churches in this Diocess. 

With my prayers to Heaven, that our 
Conventional proceedings at this time, 
may be as distinguished by that peace 
and harmony which has characterised our 
former deliberations, I now conclude 
this Address. 

Ricnarp Caannine Moors. 


At the late Pennsylvania Con- 
vention, held at Harrisburg, on the 
8th ulto. the Rev. Henry U. On- 
DERDONK, Of Brooklyn, N. Y., was 
elected Assistant Bishop of the Di- 
ocess. 

= 
EDUCATION SOCIETY NOTICES. 


We have the pleasure of acknowledg- 
ing donations to the funds of the Educa- 
tion Society, amounting to $725 37.— 
Particulars in our next number. 





NoTIcE IS HEREBY GIVEN, That a 
special meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Society for the Education of pi- 
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ous Young Men for the Ministry of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, will be 
held at Alexandria, D. C. on Thursday, 
the 21st inst. A punctual attendance is 
requested. By order of the President, 
ETHAN ALLEN, Sec. 
Washington, June 6, 1827. 
OBITUARY. 
[For the Repertory.] 

DIED, on the 14th ult., in the County 
of Loudon, Va. the Rev. Joan Dunn, 
Rector of St. James’s Church, Leesburg, 
in the 58th year of his age. 

Mr. Dunn was a native of the 
County of Cumberland, England. 
He came early in life to this coun- 
try; and being an excellent classi- 
cal scholar, became a private teach- 
erin a respectable family in Vir- 
ginia. He subsequently was em- 


ployed to teach the classic lan- 
guages in a large Seminary in 
Richmond. During this period of 
his life, he studied Theology, and 
was ordained according to the con- 
stitution of the Episcopal Church. 


He was called to the Parish of 
Shelburne, in the County of Lou- 
don, about the year 1803 or ’4,.— 
The Parish Church having gone to 
decay, a Church was built, for 
him, in the town of Leesburg, in 
which he regularly and faithfully 
preached, until his death, to a con- 
gregation whose affections and ve- 
neration he secured in an unusual 
degree. 

Mr. Dunn was possessed of great 
acquirements. He was a sound 
theologian; and was regarded with 
respect and deference by his breth- 
ren in the ministry. He had long 
been a member of the Standing 
Committee of the Diocess of Vir- 
ginia. His sermons were uniform- 
ly instructive, and often excellent. 
While he invariably and most ear- 
nestly enforced the peculiar doc- 
trines of Christianity, he plainly 

- stated and expressed the great and 
every-day duties of justice, right- 
eousness, and truth. His life was 
irreproachable, and exhibited-an 
impressive example of Christian 
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humility, gentleness, and charity. 

The decease of this venerable 
and holy servant of the Redeemer, 
was occasioned by a paralytic 
stroke. While delivering a ser- 
mon, about a fortnight before his 
death, in Middleburg, Va. he was 
struck with a paralysis, which in- 
stantly deprived him of the use of 
his left side. The use of his right 
side and the faculties of reason and 
speech were left unimpaired. This 
latter circumstance he considered 
a gracious one, and he made an 
advantage of it, which seemed to 
be intended. He continually gave 
praise to God, bearing, as he con- 
sidered it, his dying testimony to 
the infinite glory of God, particu- 
larly as manifested in the media- 
tion of Jesus Christ. He affection- 
ately addressed appropriate exhor- 
tations to all who approached 
him, The prosperity of the Church 
to which he belonged, engaged 
much of his attention, and his 
prayers were repeated for the uni- 
versal prosperity of the Redeem- 
er’s Kingdom. 

Throughout his illness, which 
was attended with intense pain, he 
was patient and unmurmuring.— 
Having lived a life of faith and 
righteousness, death had no terrors 
for him. He gained a victory over 
death and hell, and “hailed his im- 
mortality.” To a friend and pa- 
rishioner, to whom he was strongly 
attached, and who had seen him, 
ior the first time during his illness, 
afew minutes before he became in- 
sensible, he said, “My dear friend, 
the everlasting arms are underneath 
me in this awful hour.” Thus 
died this venerable man; and ano- 
ther monument hath been erected 
in Paradise to the Redeemer’s glo- 
ry, imperishable as the duration of 
a ransomed and immortal spirit. 

In testimony of the affection and 
veneration of his congregation, he 
was buried under the pulpit of the 
Church. 





